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With th’ angelic host proclaim, 
“ Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
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A christmas Pediat 
fi fhristmas Meditation 
“For God so loved the world, that be gave bis only begotten Son...” 


“One can give without loving, but one cannot love without giving.” 


Five brave young missionaries loved for “The Heart of Pak” in Portuguese in 
the souls of the Auca Indians in Ecuador, millions of copies, the estimated cost being 
hence they gave themselves. “Greater love $21,000. Formosan missionaries are plead- 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down ing for a million copies. Missionaries in 


his life for his friends.” Echoes of the gift South Africa have translated the booklet 
of their lives have permeated the jungles of ‘ into Afrikaan, and are asking the League 
many States in South America, and from to print 100,000 copies at a cost of 467 
these jungles have come savages from pounds, or about $1,307. 

many tribes, pleading for knowledge of the 


inn Coir eilaneit Goa tee nen, did. A Buddhist priest in Thailand was won 


REA! { to Christ through reading Gospel literature, 

3 The appeal of the missionaries to The and at his own expense printed 500 and 
Bible Meditation League is for large quan- then 1,000 “Heart of Pak” in Thai for his, 
tities of the famed soul-winning booklet, personal distribution. An office boy in 
profusely illustrated, “The Heart of Pak,” Cairo, Egypt, was won to Christ, and, not 
in the crude language of each tribe. Just knowing the League would supply him with 
the pictures have proved effective in many “Heart of Pak” booklets in Arabic, went 
lands in winning souls to Christ, and these without lunch for many weeks to save the 
pictures will be something to be highly money with which he had several thou- 


- prized by these jungle Indians. Some of sand copies printed for distribution to the 


the booklets have been printed. Others unsaved. Christ came into the heart of the 


will be printed as funds. become available. priest, hence he loved unto giving. Christ 

Many thousands of dollars are needed. came into the heart of the Egyptian lad, 

Could “love” be more sweetly demonstrated and he could not refrain from giving. 

this month than by “giving” for this re- 

sponse to the cry of the open hearts of the We invite you who LOVE to GIVE, 

Indians? that the Gospel may go to the Indians—to 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Youth the Brazilians—to the Formosans—to the 

for Christ missionaries in Brazil are asking Africans. 


Coupon—tear off and mail 


The Bible Meditation League, Inc. 
Box 477, Columbus 16, Ohio 


For I so love the unsaved that I give $..... that the message of salvation shall be given in printed 
form to reveal the Christ who died for all mankind because both His Father and He loved unto the uttermost. 


I understand that I will receive a copy in English of the “Heart of Pak” illustrated booklet with the 
receipt for this gift of my love. 


Name sereceees . wessees ccnccesdooceccces eregecccescsesscoccccsceoccsososoose 


(heer Satna . ee Deere 





(I would like to have... ” free copies of the “Heaven’s Blessing Bank Book” for distribution among 
the members of my church and my friends.) - 


(Details of the League’s “insured annuity” plan will be sent upon request.) 
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we 
Our Saviour 
By Joseph C. Macaulay, D.D. 
MADE FLESH 
John 1:14 
From Heaven He came, our Saviour 
self-abased, 
And for us men, our human form 
embraced. 
MADE SIN 


2 Corinthians 5:21 
The spotless Lamb our load of sin 
endured, 
For us a perfect righteousness secured. 


MADE A PRIEST 
Hebrews 6:20 
By His own blood, before th’ eternal 
throne ; 
Effectual prayer He offers for His own. 
MINE! 
This lowly, spotless, pleading, glorious 
Lord 
I own as mine! This vow let Heaven 


record! 
we 


A Child Born—A Son Given 


As we grow older, Christmas loseg 
the thrill it had for us in childhood. 
It seems to come around faster than 
it did when we waited through a long, 
long year for the sheer ecstasy at the 


dazzling sight of the presents and the 
trimmings and the pungent smell of the 
balsam tree early Christmas morning. 
We cannot recapture it, but the holi- 
day (though we cannot know exactly 
the day on which Christ was born) 
ought to remind us of infinitely better 
things. One aspect of it that is some- 
times forgotten is the fulfillment of 
prophecy, which corroborates God’s 
Word. Matthew begins his Gospel thus: 
“The book of the generation of 
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son 
of Abraham.” Centuries before, God 
had said to Abraham, “And I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 
12:2, 3). The Apostle Paul expounds 
this by saying, “And the scripture, for- 
seeing that od would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before 
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In 
thee shall all nations be blessed” (Gal. 
3:8). He said further: “Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse 6éf the law, 
being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hang- 
eth on a tree: that the blessing of Abra- 


ham might come on the Gentiles 
through Jesus Christ; that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit 


through faith” (vs, 13, 14). So we may 
rejoice not only in the glorious good 
news which these inspired words bring 
to us, but that they are links in the 
golden ciain of redemption which runs 
through the Scripture from Genesis to 
Revelation and binds together these 
sixty-six books. In Matthew, the Gos- 


pel that pre-eminently sets forth the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Messiah, such 
expressions as, “that it might be ful- 
filled,” “thus it is written,” occur fre- 
quently, linking this Gospel inseparably 
with several Old Testament prophets. 
And the other Gospel writers also quote 
Old Testament prophecies. Matthew 
and Luke reveal the exact fulfillment 
of the prophecy that Christ would be 
virgin-born, Matthew quoting Isaiah’s 
prophecy, “Behold, a virgin shall be 
with child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with 
us” (Matt. 1:23). When Isaiah said, 
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given” (Isa. 9:6), it may have 
seemed then, and probably still does 
seem to unbelievers, like needless repe- 
tition or mere parallelism; but these 
words are rich in meaning. Christ was 
born of Mary, as any other child is 
born of a human mother; but He was 
God’s Son, conceived by the Holy Ghost 
and given “that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life’ (John 3:16). We can ap- 
proach Christmas with a critical atti- 
tude, arguing that we don’t know the 
real date, bemoaning the forced-draft 
commercialism of the season, dnd wish- 
ing December were past. But is it not 
better to be thankful we live in a coun- 
try where carols are heard everywhere? 
Let us remember God’s great Gift, the 
Child born, the Son given, who came once 
to die and rise again for our justifica- 
tion, and is coming again to rule this 
troubled world. 


The Wonder of Christmas 


By Arthur Hedley 


E LIVE in an age of wonders. 
Within recent years scientists 
have made so many astounding 
discoveries that we are no longer sur- 


prised at anything. We are fast losing 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, 
. . - Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 




















our sense of wonder. How true it is 
that “familiarity breeds contempt.” The 
most magnificent scenery, before which 
a visitor from afar stands amazed, 
thrilled, filled with a sense of awe, rev- 
erence, humility, may mean little or 
nothing to the native who has grown 
so accustomed to it that it is quite com- 
monplace to him. Something that evokes 
wonder in the soul of one may be very 
boring to another. 

After Christ was born, there were a 
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number of humble, reverent souls who 
were filled with wonder at that which 
had come to pass. Wise Men from the 
East came seeking the Babe born to be 
“King of the Jews” (Matt. 2:2). When 
they saw the holy child, there was 
something in that scene which moved 
them deeply. Doubtless they expected 
to find the new-born King in a palace, 
but the fact that they found Him in a 
house (2:11) did not cause disappoint- 
ment, rather did it fill their souls with 
wonder, awe, and reverence. In a spirit 
of adoration they bowed before the 
child and worshiped Him. Wonder in- 
variably turns to worship in spiritual 
souls, 

Artists have tried to catch in the faces 
of the lowly shepherds the look of won- 
der and delight as they had first gazed 
upon the sweet face of the little Babe, 
whom the angel had declared to be 
“Christ the Lord”—even the long-ex- 
pected Messiah. On their return the 
shepherds told everyone they saw of 
“the things that they had heard and 
seen,” and the people “wondered at 
those things which were told them by 
the shepherds” (Luke 2:18, 20). Won- 
der led to worship, and worship to wit- 
ness. They who love and worship 
Christ feel under a sacred obligation to 
commend Him to others. To other spir- 
itual souls, like Simeon and Anna, the 
birth of the Lord Jesus was the most 
wonderful event in the history of the 
Jews, and they praised God that they 
had been privileged to see the “Lord’s 
Christ,” who was to “lighten the Gen- 
tiles” and be the “glory” of Israel (Luke 
2: 25-38). But while the birth of Christ 
moved these souls to adore and worship 
Him, His advent caused dismay in the 
heart of King Herod ‘and many other 
worldly souls in Jerusalem. The cal- 
lous, godless Herod determined he 
would destroy the Babe whom he re- 
garded as a rival to his throne. Over 
the cradle already hung the shadow of 
the cross. 

The birth of the Lord Jesus is a thing 
of never-ceasing wonder to those who 
love and trust Him. The circumstances 
of His birth were lowly and primitive. 
Millions have been born into this world, 
especially in Asia and in Central Eu- 
rope in recent years, under far more 
unfavorable conditions. We must re- 
member, however, that Jesus was no 
ordinary babe. His birth had been pre- 
dicted many centuries before, and the 
Jews were eagerly expecting His ap- 
pearing in some supernatural and spec- 
tacular manner. But, wonder of won- 
ders, the eternal Son of God, who 
became incarnate in the form of a babe, 
was born of a virgin in a lowly cattle 
shed, because no room could be found 
for Mary in the inn. When He came 
into this world, He who made the world 
and could say, “Every beast of the for- 
est is mine, and the cattle upon a thou- 
sand hills” (Psa, 50:10), chose to be 
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born and cradled in a manger. It is 
a profound mystery; a cause for cease- 
less wonder tigat He who was God 
“manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16) 
should be born under such strange and 
unhappy circumstances. There cradled 
in a manger: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

Hail the Incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with men to dwell, 

Jesus our Emmanuel. 

Our wonder is increased when we 
realize that the circumstances of His 
birth were His own choice. We have 
no choice as to our parents, or the time 
and place of our birthh We -may be 
born in wealth or poverty; in a home 
where God is loved and served, or 
where He is hated and blasphemed. 
But our Lord, being eternal, om- 
niscient, knew He was to be born of 
the seed of Abraham, and that He would 
be despised, disowned, crucified by His 
own race, yet it was His own choice; 
and when the time came for Him to 
exchange His heavenly glory to be 
“made flesh” and dwell among men, 
there was no hesitation. It was His 
Father’s will that He should become 
incarnate to fulfill His eternal and re- 
demptive purposes. Again and again 
He speaks of being sent by His Father, 
and of His own cheerful acquiescence. 
His Father’s choice was His also. Thus 
He could say, “He that sent me is with 
me ,.. for I do always those things 
that please him” (John 8:29). The 
writer of the Epistle to the. Hebrews 
reveals Jesus taking upon Himself a 
“body” and offering that body to the 
Father, that His will may be achieved 
through Him: “Lo, I come... to do 
thy will, O God” (Heb, 10:7-9). 

It is when at Christmastide we medi- 
tate on the purpose of our Lord’s in- 
carnation that we are “lost in wonder, 
love and praise.” Why did He choose 
to come into a world that He knew 
would treat Him so shamefully and 
cruelly? It was because He loved us, 
and loved us so much that He was will- 
ing to lay down His life as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, that He might 
offer to us full and free forgiveness, and 
thus enable us to stand before God par- 
doned, cleansed, justified, and to live in 
fellowship with Him. When our Lord 
was born, the angel said to the startled 
shepherds, “Fear not .., For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” 
(Luke 2:10, 11). The Apostle Paul de- 
clared that the specific purpose of 
Christ's coming was to “save sinners” 
(1 Tim. 1:15). Christ came to save a 
world that was condemned, lost, doomed 
to perish, He came not to condemn, 
not to “destroy men’s lives” (Luke 9: 
56), but that the world through Him 
“might be saved” (John 3:17). He 
came “to seek and to save that which 
was lost,”. and He could only do this 
by taking upon Himself the burden of 
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a world’s sin and guilt, and making a 
full atonement for it by the sacrifice 
of Himself. Dr. Denney used to-say that 
no better definition of the Atonement 
could be given than that given by an 
old Negro who, when asked what the 
Lord Jesus had done for him, replied, 
“Massa, He died, me no die.” At Cal. 
vary the purpose of the Incarnation 
stands revealed so clearly that even a 
little child can understand and sing 
with sincerity: 
It is a thing most wonderful, 
Almost too wonderful to be, 
That God's own Son should come from 
Heaven, 
And die to save a child like me. 
There are souls to whom God’s for- 
giveness in Christ is ever a source of 
wonder as they realize how great has 
been their sin and guilt. “On such love 
my soul would ponder, love so rich, 
so great, so free, and say while lost in 
holy wOnder, why, O Lord, such love 
to me?” Standing ‘by the cross, our 
deepest emotions are moved, for there, 
Two wonders I confess— 


The wonders of His glorious love 
And my own worthlessness. 


May we never lose the wonder of 
God’s redeeming love and grace! 


Notes on Open Letters 
Thanksgiving DayA\lso in Canada 


I have been a reader and subscriber 
of your valuable paper for at least 
thirty years and this is the first time 
I have noted an error. I feel I should 
mention it. 

In the Thanksgiving issue is an ar- 
ticle by George T. B. Davis about 
praising God, in which he states: 

“In so far as I am aware, the United 
States is the only country in the world 
that observes a day of Thanksgiving 
as a national holiday, by proclama- 
tion of the ruler of the land.” . 

Please advise Mr. Davis and your 
readers that for many, many years 
our beloved Dominion of Canada has 
been observing Thanksgiving Day 
a national holiday proclaimed am 
nually by the Governor General. Un- 
like your American holiday it is not 
observed on the same day each yeal. 
This year it was on Monday, October 
14th, 

I believe that a little research will 
show that the Pilgrim Fathers m 
transplanted to the new world what 
was an established Harvest Festival 
in England.—A Canadian reader. 


Thanks for Books 


Some time ago I wrote you a letter 
asking your courtesy in putting 2 
your periodical a plea for our libraty 
in a new school of TEAM here trail 
ing African teachers. You graciously 
printed my plea and the response w® 
very encouraging. I believe the P 


(Continued on page 949) 
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Lesson for December 22 


A Christmas meditation 





HE word “manifested” is used in 

the New Testament a number of 
times in connection with the in- 
carnation of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
in most interesting and instructing ways. 
1, “And ye know that he was MANI- 
FESTED to take away our sins; and in 
him is no sin” (1 John 3:5). To deal 
with the sin question was one of the 
primary reasons for His manifestation. 
The original word for “take away” 


means “to remove the guilt and punish-: 


ment of sin by expiation” (Thayer). 
Therefore the Lord was manifested to 
deliver sinners, by His atonement, from 
the imputation and punishment of their 
sins. The original word in 1 John 3:5 
for “take away” has this further mean- 
ing: “to cause our sins to cease, that 
we no longer sin, while we enter into 
fellowship with Christ, who is free from 
sin—‘in him is no sin’—and abide in 
His fellowship” (Thayer). Christ was 
therefore manifested “in the flesh” that 
sinners might also be delivered from 
the practice of sin. If we accept re- 
lease from the imputation and practice 
of sin, then we have entered into this 
blessing of Christ’s incarnation. In 
support of the teaching of 1 John 3:5 
we have the word of the angel to 
Joseph concerning the incarnation of 
Christ, “For he shall save his people 
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). The 
word “from” is apo, meaning “away 
from,” a separating from our sins, so 
that we have no further fellowship 
with sins. It means a “separation of 
one thing from another by which the 
union or fellowship of the two is de- 


-stroyed” (Thayer). 


2. “Now once at the end of the ages 
hath he been MANIFESTED to put 
@way sin by the sacrifice of himself” 
(Heb. 9:26). Here the word “mani- 
fested” is used in connection with the 
Incarnation in another sense. ‘The 
Greek word for “put away” means to 
abolish, to annul, “to thwart the efficacy 
of anything, make void, frustrate.” 
There is this additional teaching in He- 
brews 9:26: it was to be “by the sacri- 
fice of himself’ that He would deal 
with sin. It is His sacrificial death on 
the cross that deals with sin, and He 
was manifested for that sacrifice. John 
1:29 supports that teaching: “Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world”—not by His life, 
but by His sacrificial death on the cross, 
Mark 10:45 sustains phe truth of He- 
brews 9:26: “For even the Son of man 
Came not be to ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many.” Yes, He was manifested in 
the Incarnation that through His sacri- 
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MANIFESTED 





“These things write I unto thee,” 
wrote Paul to Timothy, “hoping to 
come unto thee shortly: but if I 
tarry long, that thou mayest know 
how thou oughtest to behave thy- 
self in the house of God, which is 
the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth. And 
without controversy great is the 
mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto 
the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory” (1 Tim. 3: 
14-16). For our finite minds, a cer- 
tain amount of mystery will always 
surround the Incarnation, though we 
accept it without question by faith. 
In this article Dr. Petrie presents 
eight aspects of the manifestation of 
the Son of God on earth. With the 
background of many years of Bible 
teaching and a thorough knowl- 
edge of New Testament Greek, he 
helps us to understand more fully 
just what the Incarnation should 
mean to us. 








fice (Greek) He might put away, abol- 
ish, annul sin. 


3. “In this was MANIFESTED the 
love of God toward us, because that 
God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him” 
(1 John 4:9). The incarnation of Christ 
was a manifestation of the love of God 
toward each one of us. The passage 
of Scripture, 1 John 4:7-21, is the in- 
spired commentary on the words of 
John 3:16. A sentence summary of that 
Scripture is, “God so loved .. . that 
he gave.” John the apostle saw a depth 
of love in the sending of the Son into 
the world. Do you wish to know that 
“God is love”? that God loves you? 
Look at the incarnation of ‘the Son of 
God, look at the holy birth of Jesus 
Christ:| it spells out dnd it tells out 
love—the love of God. Adam Clarke 
says of the message of 1 John 4:9: “The 
mission [sending] of Jesus Christ was 
the fullest proof that God could give, 
or that man could receive, of His in- 
finite love for the world.” 


4. “For the life was MANIFESTED, 
and we have seen it, and bear witness, 
and shew unto you that eternal life, 
which was with .the Father, and was 
MANIFESTED unto us” (1 John 1:2). 
The Incarnation manifested a life, such 
a life as was not seen before. It was 
that eternal life that man must have if 
his original fellowship with God is to 
be restored. The message of 1 John 
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By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


1:2 “reiterated with redoubled force 
that the whole essence of the relation 
of God to man lies in the audible, vis- 
ible, tangible, historical appearance of 
God in Jesus” (Ellicott’s Commentary). 
The Incarnation was for the manifesta- 
tion, and the manifestation was for the 
participation—the. believer’s participa- 
tion—in “that eternal life, which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto 
us,” as John went on to say, “that ye 
also may have fellowship with us: and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 

5. “I* have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do... . I have MANI- 
FESTED thy name unto the men which 
thou gavest me out of the world” (John 
17:4, 6). Jesus Christ was incarnated 
that He might manifest the name of 
God. This was a part of the “work” 
the Father gave Him to do. As re- 
corded in the Gospel of John, the Lord 
Jesus often spoke of “the works” which 
the Father sent Him into the world to 
do. The manifestation of the name of 
God was one of them. “God was glori- 
fied in the completion of the Messianic 
work . . . which includes the whole 
life as manifesting God to man” (Elli- 
cott’s Commentary). When Philip said 
to Jesus, “Lord, shew us the Father, 
and it sufficeth us,” Jesus immediately 
answered, “He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father” (John 14:8, 9). I like 
Adam Clarke’s comment on John 17:6: 
“A little of the Divine Nature was known 
by the works of Creation; a little more 
was known by the Mosaic revelation: but 
the full manifestation of God, His 
nature, and His attributes, came only 
through the revelation of Christ.” 


6. “After me cometh a man which is 
preferred before me: for he was before 
me. And I knew him not: but that he 
should be made MANIFEST to Israel” 
(John 1:30, 31). In this Scripture the 
manifestation of Christ to Israel is as- 
sociated with His coming. He came that 
He might “be made manifest to Israel.” 
He was especially promised to the He- 
brew people. Isaiah 9:6 says, “For unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given.” That promise was fulfilled to 
the Hebrew people, as shown in the, 
words of the angel to the Hebrew shep- 
herds: “Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all the people [Greek singu- 
lar, the Hebrew people]. For unto you 
is born this day .in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” 
(Luke 2:10, 11). He was manifested 
to them to confirm the promises: “Now 
I say that Jesus Christ was a minister 
of the circumcision for the truth of God, 
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to confirm the promises made unto the 
fathers” (Rom. 15:8). In that state- 
ment “the apostle holds up Israel’s sal- 
vation as the primary end of Christ’s 
mission. But next, after this, Christ 
was sent to the Gentiles” (David 
Brown). Our Lord Himself. testified, 
“To this end was I born, and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I 
should bear witness unto the truth” 
(John 18:37). 


-%. “For this purpose the Son of God 
was MANIFESTED, that he thight de- 
stroy the works of the devil” (1 John 
3:8). The word “destroy” here is a 
wonderful and marvelous one. It is not 
the same as the word “destroy” in He- 
brews 2:14: “That through death he 
might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil.” Here the 
word “destroy” means “to render in- 
operative, to deprive of force, to cause 
a person to have no further efficiency.” 
The word in 1 John 3:8 is an entirely 
different one. It is luo. It means “to 
loosen one bound, to set free,” as when 
the Lord said of Lazarus, “Loose him, 
and let him go.” It means to free from 
the bondage of disease, as the woman 
whom Satan had bound was “loosed” 
from. her infirmity. It means “to re- 
lease one bound by the chains of sin,” 
as in Revelation 1:5: “unto him that... 
loosed us from our sins” (A.S.V.). The 
word in 1 John 3:8 also means “to dis- 
solve something coherent into parts,” 
as in 2 Peter 3:10, 11. In the “day of 
the Lord . . . the elements shall be dis- 
solved with fervent heat” (A.S.V.). 
Looking at the present heavens and 
earth, Peter says in effect, “These 
things are thus all to be dissolved.” He 
uses the word that John does when 
he writes that the Son of God was 
“manifested, that he might destroy [dis- 
solve] the works of the devil.” It is 
a chemical term, and is used of the 
ways and means God will use to dis- 
solve the elements of our universe un- 
til all that came through Satan and sin 
is changed. God is the great Chemist 
of the universe, and knows how to “de- 
stroy,” dissolve, all the “works of the 
devil,” and to bring out of the disso- 
lution the new heavens and the new 
earth. Most certainly that is included 
in the words of 1 John 3:8, “For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that he might destroy/[luo] the works 
of the devil.” Although that work will 
be completed at His Second Coming, the 
words of 1 John 3:8 clearly state that 
“the Son of God was manifested [at 
His incarnation] to destroy the works 
of the devil.” 


8. “God was MANIFESTED [Greek] 
in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). Once again 
the word “manifested” is used in con- 
nection with the incarnation of Christ. 
The teaching of this Scripture is that 
the One thus manifested is God. He 
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was so designated by the Holy Spirit, 
who wrote through Matthew, “Behold, 
a virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a son, and they shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which being inter- 
preted is, God with us.” The Apostle 
Paul, writing of the Incarnation, 
through the Spirit, designates Christ as 
GOD: “Whose are the fathers, and of 
whom as concerning the flesh Christ 
came, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever. Amen” (Rom. 9:5). 

This last text—1 Timothy 3:16—with 
the word “MANIFESTED,” is perhaps 
the most important of all, because only 
God couid do what is stated to be done 
by the Person manifested in the Incar- 
nation. In these days of loose thinking 
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and unscriptural teaching and preach- 
ing about the person of Christ, we need 
to emphasize, as the holy Scriptures 
often do, the absolute deity of our Say- 
iour Jesus Christ. I may tell the many 
readers of THE SuNnpDAY ScHoo. Tres 
that the reading of 1 Timothy 3:16 
Authorized Version, is the correct read- 
ing, and it should read as in that trans. 
lation, “God was MANIFEST in the 
flesh.” 

May the Lord bless this Christmas 
meditation to you all, and may we all 
share in the rich blessings manifested 
to us through the incarnation of Him 
who is the only and uniquely “begot- 
ten Son of God.” 

SEATTLE, 


ll. The Wrong Kind of Separation 


Christians that are too separated and yet not separated enough 


OMEWHERE in his writings, Alex- 

ander McLaren makes the point 
that Christians are both too separated 
from the world and not separated 
enough, Most of us readily agree that 
plenty of professing Christians are both 
in and of the world, worldlings whose 
influence and testimony are nullified 
by the company they keep and the 
things they do. To them we have 
preached God’s call to separation, and 
never was it needed more than now. 
The lure of the age is stronger than 
ever and the position of evangelical 
Christianity on the subject is weaker 
than ever. Indeed, what a lot of dear 
people accept as evidence that the world 
becoming more Christian is really only 
evidence that Christians are becoming 
more worldly. 

But McLaren said that some Chris- 
tians are too separated from the world, 
and in that he is right also. Some of 
the saints, in their reaction from world- 
liness, have isolated themselves into 
holier-than-thou clubs, separated from 
sinners but not from sin, very much 
like the old mystics who tried to make 
themselves holier by hiding in a hole. 
They were mistakes rather than mys- 
tics, and so are we, if we become sanc- 
tified hermits aloof from a lost world. 
We are not to love the world the wrong 
way, but God loved it and Dr. Cand- 
lish put it well, “If we loved the world 
the way God loves it we would not 
love it the way we shouldn’t love it.” 
Such separatists need a sermon on our 
Lord in Matthew’s house eating with 
publicans and sinners, It was the Phari- 
sees who looked down their noses at 
Him on that occasion, and it was to 
them that He said, “They that be whole 
need not a physician, but they that are 
sick. . , . I am not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance” 
(Matt. 9:12, 13). 


By VANCE HAVNER 


For one thing, much of this error 
comes from a gross misunderstanding 
of the mission of the Church. Say 
“church” to the average individual and 
he thinks of a comfortable congregation 
on Sunday morning listening to a min- 
ister. Now that is important and vital: 
it is worship and instruction -and in- 
spiration and fellowship. But the 
Church is at work not merely on set 
occasions in a church building, but 
wherever Christians are living the 
Christ life—wherever a godly mother is 
bringing up children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord; wherever a 
businessman is true to God in the midst 
of secularism; wherever a college stu- 
dent stands up for Jesus on a pagan 
campus; wherever an invalid carries on 
a ministry of prayer—in these and a 
thousand other ways the Church does 
its main work. What we call “church 
work,” our Sunday services and special 
meetings and study courses, all these 
but prepare us to carry on our vocation 
wherewith we are called, to live the 
Christ life while we pursue some trade 
or profession or business in order to 
make a living. Have you ever noticed 
how much of the New Testament deals 
with how to be better husbands, wives, 
children, servants, masters, not just how 
to do “church work’? We have put 
our daily, living into one compartment 
and what we do at church into another, 
and too often never the twain do meet 
We have made a Sunday vacation out 
of what should be our daily vocation 
We are all in “full-time Christian work.” 
Are we not to live for God every hour 
of the day, every day of the week, every 
week of the month, every month of the 
year? We are all missionaries and we 
are all on the church staff, although 
some are called. to special service # 
pastors or foreign missionaries. 

Indeed, here is where much churcl 
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trouble arises. Much that the preacher 
says on Sunday is denied by the way 
most church members live all week. 
They never seem to have the slightest 
idea that the business of the minister 
is to prepare them to be ministers them- 
selves (Eph, 4:11, 12). They have never 
understood that the Gospel is not merely 
something to come to church to hear 
but to go from church to tell. They 
should come in and sit only that they 
may go out and serve. 

Our Lord bade us go into al] the 
world, not huddle in a mutual congratu- 
lation society. We are the salt of the 
earth, but salt will do little good in a 
container on a shelf. It needs to be 
rubbed into the corruption of this age 
—even if it irritates! We are the light 
of the world—“of the world,” mind you 

. and a light is needed in a dark 
place. Too many of us’shine our lights 
in ‘a light place, we enjoy the fellow- 
ship of others like us, which,is well 
and good in its place, but our light must 
shine before unsaved men that they 
may see our good works and glorify 
our Father in Heaven. If our candle 
is not under a bushel or a bed, it shines 
all too often only for the saints, while 
a world gropes in darkness. 

We are seed to be sown in the field 
of this world as our Lord plainly taught. 
Too often we live our selfish little lives 
like garden seeds in pretty envelopes. 
There are wonderful pictures on those 
envelopes of what the enclosed seeds 
would produce if sown. I will admit 
that I never saw vegetables as wonder- 
ful as the pictures, but, anyway, there 
will never be anything but a picture 
as long as the seeds stay in the pack- 
age. Our Lord said the grain of wheat 
must be sown, buried, must die in order 
t0 come up multiplied and abounding 
to harvest. Alas, we have too many 
packaged saints and “a man ‘wrapped 
up in himself is the world’s smallest 
package.” Until we are buried in the 
field of this world, we abide alone. 


_ Come ill, come well, the cross, the crown, 


The rainbow or the thunder; 

I fling my soul and body down 

For God to plow them under. 

There is too much packaged funda- 
Mentalism today that needs to be 
planted. Too many saints sit around 
Bible conferences and religious gath- 
erings of all sorts, enjoying each other 
and gossiping and splitting hairs over 
theological puzzles, when they need to 
be sown into the soil of this world. 
Some of them in their reaction from, 
worldliness have become of no earthly 
use whatever. They may be seated with 
Christ in the heavenlies but they fail 
to stand for Him in the earthlies. 

We are also soldiers, and soldiers be- 
long on battlefields. Many of the saints 
blow bugles and wave flags, but never 
fet any farther than a dress parade. 
They are like the Reubenites, who had 
Patriotic sentiments but stayed at home 
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and saved their hides while others went 
to the battle. It would be comical if 
it were not so pathetic to listen to Sun- 
day morning congregations sing “On- 
ward, Christian Soldiers,” when the only 
objective of a host of them is Sunday 
dinner and the evening television. If 
the soldiers of America went about 
their business like most of the militia 
of the Lord they would shortly end up 
in the guardhouse. And what shall we 
say of swivel-chair generals, who dis- 
cuss strategy and argue over maps but 
never see a battle! 

We are fishers of men, but a lot of 
God’s anglers never go near the water. 


‘They read books on fishing and discuss 


tackle but never fish. The fish are in 
the world and we shall have to go 
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where they are if we expect to catch 
them. Sam Jones said, “If I were fish- 
ing and not catching anything, I'd 
change bait or change creeks!” 

At any rate, a lot of orthodox Chris- 
tianity is going to waste these days be- 
cause it is not going into the world to 
win men out of the world. Isaiah said, 
“Here am I; send me” (Isa. 6:8). Paul 
asked, “Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?” (Acts 9:6.) Their salt did not 
stay on a shelf. Their flame did not 
burn only in a candle show. They were 
God’s corn of wheat, not to be packaged 
but planted, They were front-line sol- 
diers.. They were out fishing, not lec- 
turing on how to fish. “Go and do thou 
likewise” (Luke 9:37). 


(To be continued) 


’ 


Star, Millstone, or Darkness? 


The dangers—and privileges—of being a teacher 


TELLA sat at her desk, her Bible 

open before her. In the morning 
it was her custom to read the Bible 
consecutively until some phrase struck 
fire in her own heart, to write that 
Scripture down, often to memorize it, 
and to treasure that thought as a pearl 
for the day. This morning, there had 
been several chapters of interesting 
prophecy from the inspired pen of the 
devout Daniel, high in the government 
circles of changing politics in Babylon 
—intriguing chapters in their sugges- 
tions of angelic and demonic powers 
behind the scenes of history, mystify- 
ing chapters in the interpretation of 
past or future fulfillment; but what of 
present significance for herself? Then 
from that abundance of revelation that 
Daniel himself understood not, she came 
out into clearer light, a point cleared by 
the Lord Himself: “Many of them that 
sleep in, the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt. [Thank the good Lord, Stella knew 
where she would stand, then—everlast- 
ing life!) 
they that make wise—teachers, said the 
note in the margin] shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever” (Dan, 12:2, 3). 

“They that be wise [teachers] 

they that turn many to righteousness 

.- as the stars for ever and ever.” 
Over and over Stella read the words, 
Then they turned into prayer for her 
and her class of children that day. Not 
that Stella longed for the glory of a 
first magnitude star, perhaps like the 
Rev. Billy Graham with the thousands 
of converts in New York City, though 
she paused to pray for him and them; 
nor even a star of lesser magnitude to 


And they that be wise [or | 


By RUTH E. DOW 


be seen of men. But “invisible to the 
naked eye,” as the astronomers say, 
she prayed to have some souls of little 
children to present to the Lord. 

Even as Stella prayed, the Holy Spirit ' 
brought warning, “Be not many mas- 
ters [didn’t that word mean teachers?], 
knowing that we shall receive the 
greater condemnation” (Jas, 3:1). A 
greater condemnation for teachers! Sup- 
pose her teaching, because it was faulty 
or not clear, caused one little one to 
stumble. “Whosoever shall offend one 
of these little ones that believe in me, 
it is better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and he were 
cast into the sea” (Mark 9:42). Sup- 
pose she herself did not understand “all 
the counsel of God,” and her teaching 
was unbalanced (Acts 20:27). Suppose 
she used trivialities, when eternal issues 
were at stake—“Every idle word that 
men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment. For 
by thy words thou shalt be justified, and 
by‘thy words thou shalt be condemned” 
(Matt. 12:36, 37). Suppose her exam- 
ple belied her teaching! Stella lingered 
long over James 1:26, “If any man 
among you seem to be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue .. .” Then the 
whole third chapter of James. And 
those verses in Mark which followed 
the warning against causing a child to 


stumble! “If thy hand offend thee [or 
makes you sin], cut it off” (Mark 9: 
43-48). 


Stella thought of Eben, who, to gain 
the good will of the boys in his Sun- 
day school class, had gone downtown 
Sundays between church and Sunday 
school to buy candy for them. Soon 
the boys, between services, were going 
down to the drugstore, too; and some 
did not} return for Sunday school, Res 








948 (8) 


spect for the Lord’s Day and for the 
Lord’s services was gone, the class soon 
dwindled, the teacher disappeared from 
the church fellowship. “Lest that by 
any means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castaway” 
(1 Cor, 9:27), Stella prayed. 

It would be better not to be a teacher! 
The dangers were too great. The judg- 
ment was too strict. But yet there was 
danger not to do the Lord’s will! Stella 
was sure that, some years before, the 
Lord had called her to teach. “Come 
ye after me, and I will make you to 
become fishers [teachers] of men,” He 
had seemed to say through the Scrip- 
tures (Mark 1:17). Then, too, “Feed 
my lambs” (John 21:15) had been His 
words to her on another occasion. She 
had known an increase in teaching abil- 
ity after those experiences. She had 
felt that the Lord as well as the church 
officers had called her to shepherd the 
little ones. “Having then gifts... he 
that teacheth, on teaching” (Rom. 12: 
6, 7). Suppose her one talent were hid- 
den and not used! “Lord, I knew thee 
that thou art an hard man... and I 
was afraid ... and hid thy talent.” 
Might not the answer to ker also be, 
“Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou 
, knewest . . . thou oughtest therefore... 
and then at my coming I should have 
received mine own with usury [added 
souls for the Kingdom!] . . . outer dark- 
ness ... weeping and gnashing of teeth” 
(Matt. 25: 24-30). 

To teach, or not to teach, that was 
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the question. What hazards either way! 
How often Stella had repeated the 
verses of Romans 12:1, 2! “Present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God, which is your reason- 
able service. . . . Be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God.” Now they 
came back to her with new meaning, 
and a prayer of consecration, Imme- 
diately there flashed to mind an assur- 
ing promise and a guiding command: 
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, that giveth to all men lib- 
erally, and upbraideth not; and it shall 
be given him” (Jas. 1:5). “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth” (2 Tim, 2:15). 

With fresh urge Stella turned back 
to the words of Daniel: “They that 
be wise [teachers] . . . that turn many 
to righteousness . . . as the stars for 
ever and ever.” She sought guidance 
for what incident or object lesson to 
add to the lesson of the day on Jacob, 
so that the children entrusted to her 
care might see their need of a, Saviour. 
Guidance was given. Results? A rainy 
day—few present. But two girls ac- 
cepted the Lord as their Saviour. 
“Thank You, Lord!” Stella breathed as 
she rose from her knees beside them. 
“Two precious jewels for Thee. What 
a privilege it is to be a teacher!” , 
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A Friendly Contact With Aucas 


Released on the Back Home Hour of HCJB, 
Quito, Ecuador, on Sunday, November 17, 1957 


WENTY-TWO months after the 

martyrdom of the five missionaries 
by the Auca Indians of Ecuador’s Ama- 
zon Jungle, a new contact has been 
made with the members of this isolated 
tribe. The contact was accomplished 
this past week by Betty Elliot, the 
widow of Jim Elliot, one of the five 
martyrs, and Dr. Wilfred Tidmarsh. 

Last Wednesday, November 13, three 
Auca women appeared at a settlement 
of peaceful Quichua Indians. This set- 
tlement is at the edge of Auca territory 
where the Curaray and Oglan rivers 
meet. This is the spot where Dr. Wil- 
fred Tidmarsh of Christian Missions in 
Many Lands has recently constructed 
a missionary hut. For the last few 
months he has spent much of his time 
in this area that is known as the “Oglan 
Station.” However, he was in Quito 
on business this past week when the 
three Auca women made their surprise 
appearance, 

This appearance was witnessed by the 
Quichua Indians at this Oglan settle- 
ment, who saw the Aucas wade across 
the Curaray River early last Wednes- 


day. The Aucas shouted loudly imitat- 
ing the sound and flight of the mission- 
ary airplane, The Quichua Indians 
immediately sent word to Arajuno, the 
mission station founded by Ed McCully, 
another of the five martyrs. By an 
unusual coincidence, Betty Elliot was at 
the Arajuno station, staying with Mrs. 
Wilfred Tidmarsh when the news ar- 
rived. The Tidmarshes and Mrs. Elliot 
all belong to the group known as Chris- 
tian Missions in Many Lands. Betty 
immediately decided to make the labori- 
ous trek over the jungle trail from Ara- 
juno to the Oglan settlement. After 
approximately six hours she arrived at 
her destination. However, by that time, 
the youngest of the three Auca women 
had decided to leave the other two and 
return to her Auca village. But Betty 
had the indescribable experience of 
finding two members of the tribe that 
killed her husband on January 8, 1956. 
A peaceful conversation began in which 
Betty employed the limited Auca vo- 
cabulary that she has been able to ac- 
quire. The two Auca women stayed 
that night; they remained all day 
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Thursday and Thursday night. They 
continued there all day Friday and Sat- 
urday and were still at the Oglan set- 
tlement as of this morning. 

All the Christian world has been 
praying for these twenty-two months, 
asking God to bless the martyrdom of 
Nate Saint, Roger Youderian, Ed Me- 
Cully, Jim Elliot, and Pete Fleming by 
giving Christian converts among this 
savage tribe. Many missionaries have 
devoted time, effort, and sacrifice to the 
problem of attempting to contact this 
ferocious group of Indians in a peace- 
ful way. Dr. and Mrs. Wilfred Tid- 
marsh have manned the mission station 
at Arajuno, the place that was used as 
a base by the five missionary martyrs, 
Then, a few months ago he constructed 
a small house on the upper Curaray 
River, near a small Quichua Indian vil- 
lage (of about eight families) at the 
confluence of the River Oglan, and a 
small airstrip was begun. He has spent 
a great deal of his time in these recent 
months at that spot. 

Furthermore, Hobey Lowrance and 
John Keenan, pilots of the Missionary 
Aviation Fellowship, have made regular 
flights over the Auca village for these 
twenty-two months, dropping gifts and 
trying to demonstrate friendship from 
the air. A recent flight on November 4 
in which John Keenan took Dr. Wilfred 
Tidmarsh with him is credited as in- 
fluential in the appearance this past 
week of the Auca women at the Oglan 
station. By means of a newly installed 
public address system, more powerful 
than they had used before on such 
flights, Dr. Tidmarsh called to the Aucas 
from the missionary airplane, using the 
Auca vocabulary he has learned to ex- 
press friendship to them and offering 
medical treatment to the sick if they 
would come to his house at the Oglan 
station. 

Last Wednesday word was sent to Dr 
Wilfred Tidmarsh of the appearance of 
the Auca women. He immediately left 
Quito and headed for his jungle station, 
arriving at Arajuno Thursday morning 
(November 14); and the same day he 
continued. on in to the outpost of the 
Oglan, reaching there before night. He 
came back to Arajuno yesterday (Sat 
urday) bringing news of this wonderful 
turn of events. Meanwhile the pilots 
of the Missionary Aviation Fellowship 
have employed an air-to-gr8und com- 
munication system devised by Nate 
Saint before his martyrdom. By letting 
out a telephone and 1,200 feet of tele 
phone wire from the flying airplane and 
making wide circles around the spot 
they were able to lower the telephone 
to Betty Elliot and speak with her yee 
terday for approximately fifteen min 
utes. 

Hobey Lowrance, director of the Mis 
sionary Aviation Fellowship for Ecua 


dor, and Abe Dyck, director of the Gospel §. 


Missionary Union in Ecuador, flew from 
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the Ecuadorian jungle to Quito late this 
forenoon, bringing with them the de- 
tails of a marvelous sequel to the death 
of the five missionary martyrs. These 
two were requested to present the first 
public announcement of this contact as 
it was made known on Radio Station 
HCJB on the Back Home Hour program 
at 10 p.m. Sunday. 

An interesting detail is that the 
Quichua Indians of the Oglan settlement 
graciously received the Auca women. 
They even gave them dresses to put on. 
A significant fact is that one of the Auca 
women appears to be the older of the 
two women who appeared on the Cura- 
ray Beach on Friday, January 6, 1956, 
apd spent several hours with the five 
missionaries who two days later were 
martyred by Auca lances. The youngest 
of the three Auca women, who returned 
to Auca territory before Betty Elliot 
saw her, has been described by the 
Quichuas in such a way that she seems 
to fit the description of the second 
woman who was on the Curaray Beach 
with the five missionaries twenty-two 
months ago. 

It is reported that Dr. Tidmarsh and 
Betty Elliot are able to use simple sen- 
tences that are understood by these two 
Auca women and nearly an hour of tape 
recording of their speech and chanting 
has been made. 
we 


Children at Home 


The Evergreen Surprise 
By Hope Morris Noel 


ATHANIEL,” scolded his sister 
Prudence, “shame on you! You 
know it isn’t polite to peep.” 

Reluctantly, Nathaniel raised his eyes 
from the keyhole in the parlor door. 
Immediately, Prudence dropped to one 
knee, her white pantaloons showing 
above the silver-buckled shoes. 

“Well!” whispered Nathaniel, giving 
Prudence a nudge. “Now look who's 
Peeping!” 

Prudence giggled a trifle guiltily. “I 
know—it’s just that I’m so curious I am 
about to burst.” 

“Children,” called Mrs, Wilson insist- 
ently, “I need you in the kitchen.” 

“Nathaniel, bring in another log for 
the fireplace. Prudence, stir the mince- 
Meat for the pies.” Mrs. Wilson pushed 
a wisp of hair back from her flushed 
forehead. She was determined to have 
a cheery Christmas for the children 
éven if Father Wilson was away fight- 
ing with General Washington, and 
“those men” were here in the house. 

Prudence looked longingly at the 
dried apple cake on the table. With 
its hickory nut icing, it looked as good 
‘88 the plum puddings and fruitcakes 
her mother used to make before the 





awtul war started. 
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“What do you suppose those Hessians 
are doing?” she wondered aloud. Soon 
after Father had gone away, four Hes- 
sian officers had taken up quarters in 
the Wilson household. In spite of the 
fact that they were fighting with the 
British, they treated Prudence, Nathaniel, 
and their mother with kindness and re- 
spect. They had explained how they 
had been sold into the British Army 
and forced to fight the Americans by 
their German superiors, 

Prudence didn’t understand such mat- 
ters, but she did understand that her 
dear father was gone, and these sol- 
diers were on the hated redcoats’ side. 
So weren’t they partly the cause for 
the lonesome, small Christmas they 
were going to have tomorrow? 

Prudence listened to the sounds com- 
ing from the parlor. In spite of her 
distrust, she was curious as to what the 
tall soldiers were doing. When they 
asked to use the parlor for a “surprise 
for the little ones,” Mrs. Wilson had 
agreed. Ever since, there had been 
much shuffling back and forth, laugh- 
ing, and low gutteral talk. 

“I do hope they don’t ruin my last 
few pieces of good furniture,” worried 
Mrs. Wilson, giving the piecrust a final 
twist before pushing it far back into 
the brick oven. 

Just then one of the Hessians knocked 
on the door. “It is all in readiness.” 
He bowed low. “Please come and cele- 
brate the Heilige Nacht with us.” 

Mrs, Wilson took off her apron and, 
holding Prudence and Nathaniel by the 
hand, the three colonists followed the 
stiff, soldierly man back into the parlor. 

Prudence caught her breath, This was 
a sight fit for a Holy Night indeed. 
Never had anything been so pretty! 
Pine boughs covered the rough mantel, 
and strings of popcorn and cranberries 
were entwined with the branches. But 
most beautiful of all was the balsam 
tree, almost as tall as the ‘high ceiling. 
It was covered with tiny lighted candles 
in tin reflectors and sweetmeats tied on 
the branches in the German manner. 
At the very top, a star, fashioned from 
tin, and lighted by another candle, hung 
suspended like the star of Bethlehem so 
long ago. It was so lovely no one could 
say a word! 

Then the soldiers burst into song. 
Prudence listened intently. It was the 
tune to “Good Christian Men, Rejoice, 
Christ Is Born Today.” But the words 
came out differently, In dulci jubilio. 

Prudence felt happy—and suddenly 
older and wiser. She looked at the 
uniformed men so far from home, “Now 





This story is based on the belief that the 
first Christmas tree and the first use of ever- 
greens for decorating were introduced in 
America by the Hessian soldiers during the 
Revolution. This is authenticated by both 
the “World Book Encyclopedia” and the 
book, “Christmas Customs from Many Lands,” 
written by my father, the late Rev. J. W. 
Morris. 
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I understand what ‘Love thine enemies’ 
means,” she thought. “Christmas is 
truly for everyone!” She joined in the 
singing, 

Good Christian men, rejoice, 

With heart and soul and voice; 

Give ye heed to what we say: 

Christ 


Jesus is born today! 
GREENEVILLE, TENN, 
we 


Thanks for Books 
(Continued from page 944) 


for books appeared in the March issue 
{March 16, 1957]. It was, you may 
remember, a plea for old books—geog- 
raphy, history, English, fiction, etc. 
Both churches and individuals re- 
sponded wonderfully, and our library 
now holds an attraction for our stu- 
dents. Your instructions with my plea 
as to how people should send the books 
were helpful, I am sure, to those who 
responded, and it was an evidence to 
me of a Christian love that has a spe- 
cial interest in all of God’s work. May 
the Lord bless you all! 
Now I wonder if you could print 
some further word, indicating our 
thanks and indebtedness to those who 
sent, and also, I am hoping, encour- 
aging more to respond. I still visual- 
ize stacks of old books on the dusty 
shelves of readers of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t Tres! 
Well, may the Lord’s will be done. 
Just two weeks ago now, two of our 
second-year students who graduate 
this December accepted Christ as their 
personal Saviour. Gratefully in His 
service, Rev. William K. Warner. 
Packages of books may be sent from 
the U.S.A. to Southern Rhodesia under 
the following conditions: Postage, 2 
cents for the first two ounces, 1% cents 
for each additional two ounces; weight 
limit, 6 pounds nine ounces, a single 
volume may weigh up to 11 pounds; 
wrapping, one end must be left open to 
permit postal inspection; markings, 
“Printed Matter” or “Book” must be in- 
dicated on the outside of the package. 

Please send books not to THe SuNDAY 
Scuoot Times, but directly to the Rev. 
William K. Warner, Chironga Teacher 
Training, P/B 5, Mount Darwin, South- 
ern Rhodesia, Africa. 


w 
Books Wanted 


HE Christian Good News Service of 

India asks for used, Christian books 
in English to be placed in its Lending 
Library. It is an evangelical and inter- 
denominational work of faith, standing 
true to the Word of God. 

Packages should be addressed to H. 
Beniston P. Simons, executive director, 
Christian Good News Service, Malpe, 
S. Kanara, South India. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents; 
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LESSON 12. DECEMBER 22. CHRIST IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN 


Philippians 2; Luke 2:8-20 (In this order); printed text, Philippians 2:1-11 


Golden Text.—But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, m 
to redeem them that‘ were under the law, that we might receive the ado 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Phil. 2:1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, 
if any comfort of leve, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 


any bowels and mercies, 


2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 

3 Let nothing be done through strife bor vainglory; but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 


themselves. 


4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man 


also on the things of others. 


5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
6 Who; being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 


to be equal with God: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By Jj. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

E RIGHTLY think of the Apostle 
V V Paul as the great expounder of 

New Testament doctrine, so that 
any study of Christian theology leans 
very heavily upon his Epistles. But we 
soon discover that Paul’s interests are 
not confined to doctrine. He is a very 
practical man, with a genius for relat- 
ing the profoundest theology to every- 
day life. Christianity in his hands is 
not a system of ethics, but, its ethical 
content is so strong that it almost rivals 
his body of doctrine. 

The relation of doctrine and practice 
is most interesting. Sometimes he enun- 
ciates his doctrine and then starts in to 
make application to every area of the 
Christian’s life. This is his:method in 
his Epistle to the Romans. After eleven 
chapters of almost solid theology, he 
breaks in with “I beseech you there- 
fore,” and that opens the way to his 
great ethical and practical division. 
Sometimes he begins with exhortation. 
-He sees some particular lack in the be- 
havior of the saints and he earnestly 
calls for its rectification. But how can 
he enforce his exhortation? He does 
it by means of doctrine, presenting such 
a God-established situation as demands 
the kind of living for which he has been 
pleading. 

This latter is his method in Philip- 
pians. There is a lack of unity in the 
church at Philippi, disrupting the whole 
current of life. He strongly urges a 


return to godly unity, and as a means 
of convincing the Philippians that the 
humble, selfless, considerate manner of 
life to which he is calling them is the 
only one that becomes their profession, 


of the cross. 


earth; 


jade of a woman, made under the law, 
ption of sons.—Gal. 4:4, 5 


7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 


9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name: 

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 


11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching. copyrighted by 


the Inter- 


International Council of Religious Education. 


< aa “ < 


he presents one of the greatest Christo- 
logical statements in the whole New 
Testament. Philippians 2:6-11 is given 
to support Philippians 2:1-5, 


Verse by Verse 

Phil. 2:1.—“, . . consolation . . . cOm- 
fort ... fellowship . . . bowels .. .” 
For “consolation” read “advocacy,” and 
for “comfort,” “persuasion.” “Bowels,” 
used as we do “heart,” indicates seat 
of tender emotions—here compassion. 
These are all arguments to compel the 


exhortation of the next verse. See 
Topics for Development. 

Verse 2.—“. . . likeminded . . . the 
same love ... one accord ... one 


mind.” The fourfold call to unity, the 
first and last having to do with thinking 
the same ‘thing. What this same thing 
is we shall see in verse 5 seq. “Of one 
accord” is literally “souls together.” 

Verse 3.—“. . . nothing . . . through 
strife or vainglory ... let each esteem 
other better ...” The vainglory (“I 
am as good as the next fellow!”) is 
usually the basis of the strife. So long 
as we are humble enough to recognize 
another’s superiority we shall not be 
stirring up strife to attain our own ends, 

Verse 4.—“Look not... on his own 
things, but ... on the things of others.” 
There is no suggestion here that we be 
“nosey,” prying into other people’s busi- 
ness. It. is, however, the oppdsite of 
“minding number one.” I must seek no 
weal that would involve the woe of a 
brother. 

Verse 5.—“Let this mind'be in: you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus.” Our 
pattern of thinking is that which has 
been exhibited for us in Jesus Christ. 
Study it. 

Verse 6.—*“, . . in the form of God 

. . not robbery. to be equal with God.” 


The “form” of God is something more 
than an outward resemblance, but 
points to His very nature—very God. 
The equality with God was not some- 
thing to be grasped as an illegal prize, 
for it was His by right of being and 
nature. 


Verse 7.—“, . . no reputation . . . the 
form of a servant , . . likeness of men.” 
“Made himself of no reputation” is sim- 
ply “emptied himself.” Notice the re- 
lation—“form of God,” “form of a serv- 
ant.” The incarnation was in order to 
fulfill His assumed servitude. 


Verse 8.—“. . . in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself . . . the death of 
the cross.” The word “fashion” here 


Suggests the completeness of our Lord’s 
entrance into our human life. The self- 
emptying when He was in “the form of 
God” is balanced by the self-humbling 
when He is “in fashion as a man.” The 
idea of “servant” continues in the term 


“obedient.” The obedience was com- 
plete. 
Verse 9.—“. .. God... exalted him 


‘ - @ name which is above every 
name.” The self-emptying and the seif- 
humbling are amply rewarded. Notice, 
no self-exalting, but He is exalted. For 
“a name” read “the name.” There is 
only one such name, 

Verse 10.—“That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow...” “In the 
name” is better than “at the name.” 
The one in whose name you bow the 


- knee is the one whom you worship as 


God. 


Verse 11.—". . . every tongue... 
Jesus Christ is Lord...” “Lord” is 
here used in its highest sense, as an 
address to deity. It stands first in the 
full title—Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Lesson for December 22 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Apostle Paul presents Christ to 
us On two platforms. The one platform 
he describes as “being in the form of 
God,” and the other “being found in 
fashion as a man.” Two questions arise. 
How did He arrive from the first plat- 
form to the second? And how did He 
act on each of these two platforms? 

The sum of His behavior on the plat- 
form of deity is expressed in the King 
James Version in the words “made him- 
self of no reputation.” The Greek. is, 
literally, “emptied himself.” The two 
participial phrases that follow explain 
that self-emptying. First, taking “upon 
him the form of a servant,” that is, a 
bondservant. Second, being “made in 
the likeness of men.” The self-empty- 
ing was the assumption of a role com- 
pletely foreign to Him; as “being in the 
form of God,” and being “equal to God.” 
And in order to carry out the tasks in- 
volved in that new role of servant, He 
was made in all things like unto us 
whom he adopted as His~brethren (Heb. 
2:17). 

Now how did He act on the new plat- 
form described as “being found in fash- 
ion as a man”? Surely it is His right 
to be treated with the utmost deference 
as one apart from all ordinary men, 
and that all bow before Him who is in 
very truth equal with God, although 
now clothed in our flesh. But it is not 
so. The sum of His behavior as a man 
is described in the phrase, “he humbled 
himself.” The servitude which He as- 
sumed must be carried through on this 
human platform, and step by step He 
shows Himself the obedient one, until 
that obedience has led Him down the 
path of humiliation, all the way to a 
Roman gibbet where He bears the 
world’s sin. That, says the Apostle 
Paul, is the mind which was in Christ 
Jesus—a mind for self-emptying, a*mind 
for self-humiliation in order that all the 
will of God might be done. 

But the point is this—“Let this mind 
be in you.” We are not standing on a 
platform of deity; but whatever plat- 
form we do occupy, have we a mind 
for self-emptying and _ self-humbling 
that all the will of God may be done in 


, us? This is a searching question for 


men whose natural bent is to self-fill- 
ing and to self-exaltation. But so long 
as we exercise our original bent 
for self-filling and self-exaltation, the 
church of Christ will suffer at our 
hands. Unity will be lost» fellowship 
will be broken, strife and vainglory will 
mar the testimony. Are we willing to 
put or that mind which stoops to the 
cross, or shall we cleave to that mind 
which crucifies the church and the Lord 
afresh? 


Topics for Development 


Strong Arguments. It is evident that 
the Apostle Paul was deeply concerned 
for the unity of the church -in Philippi. 
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Last Week's Lesson 

11. December 15.—Christian Joy. 
Philippians 4 

Next Week's Lesson 


29.—Brothers Throug 


13. December 
SE Sam c tet deste s Celok ccebes .Philemon 








We can see how important he regarded 
this matter by the way in which he 
heaped up arguments to press his plea. 
Verse 1 of our lesson consists of four 
such arguments, laid down as a basis 
for his exhortation in verse 2. The first, 
“If there be therefore any consolation 
in Christ.” Now the word paraklesis does 
indeed mean “consolation” as its com- 
panion word pdarakletos means “com- 
forter.” This latter is a name which the 
Lord gives the Holy Spirit in promising 
to send Him to us (John 14:16). But 
parakletos is used in the sense of “advo- 
cate” in 1 John 2:1, being referred to 
Christ Himself. An advocate is one 
who makes a plea on behalf of another. 
Even so, paraklesis can mean a plea 
presented by just such an advocate. 
Paul then presents Christ Himself as his 
first strong argument, as if the Lord 
Himself were urging the exhortation, 
“If there be therefore any advocacy in 
Christ.” 

The second, “if any comfort of love,” 
where the word “comfort” really means 
“persuasion” (paramuthion). Love has 
great persuasive powers, and Paul 
would exercise them on behalf of Chris- 
tian unity. 

Third, “if any fellowship of the 
Spirit.” Do they not have the Spixit 








Questions fer Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT great burden rests on the 
apostle concerning the Philippian 
church? 

2. How does Paul prepare for his ex- 
hortation to likemindedness? 

3. How is the term “bowels” used in 
the New Testament, and particularly in 
our lesson? 

- 4. In what sense are we to look “on 
the things of others”? 

5. On what two “platforms” do we see 
the mind of Christ displayed? 

6. What is the sum of Christ’s be- 
havior on the plane of equality with 
God? 

7. What is the sum of Christ's. be- 
havior on the plane of His humanity? 

8. How was Christ’s assumed role as 
bondservant carried out? 

9. What is the setting of this great 
Christological passage? 

10. Of what great spiritual law enun- 
ciated by. our Lord is He Himself the 
supreme example? 

( Answers on page 961) 


(11) 951 


in common, and are they not together 
partakers of the multitude of precious 
gifts from Heaven which the Spirit has 
brought to them? Do they not recognize 
the Spirit in one another? This surely 
calls for unity. 

Fourth, “if any bowels and mercies.” 
We would say “heart,” for we use the 
heart rather than the intestines as the 
symbol of the tender emotions. Now if 
we were moved with compassion as was 
the Lord Jesus, there would be no 
sadistic hurting of one another, but « 
tender care of one another; mercies 
would flow. 

Here, then, are the strong arguments, 
all to the end that we be one. 

Teacher and Example. Our Lord 
taught that “whosoever exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted” (Luke 14:11). 
What He taught, He supremely prac- 
ticed. We have seen that in the form 
of God, he emptied Himself: in the 
flesh, as a man, He humbled Himself. 
But we do not read that, on any plane, 
He exalted Himself—He left that to 
God. Nor did His teaching break down, 
for we read of this one who emptied 
Himself and humbled Himself that “God 
alse hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow.” 

What was true in Jesus will be true 
in us. If we walk the path of self- 
humbling, God will exalt us in due sea- 
son. But remember that the other side 
of the teaching is equally true, and if 
we go the way of self-exalting we shall 
at last find ourselves abased and 
ashamed. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The mind of Christ revealed ¢Phil. 
2: 6-8) 

2. The mind of Christ rewarded (vs. 
9-11) 

3. The mind of Christ repeated (vs. 1-5) 


Practical Applications 

The unity of the church is more im- 
portant than your opinion. 

Many are quite willing to be “of one 
mind”—so long as it is their mind. 

It will be quite a revolution in many 

a Christian’s catalogue of esteem to in- 
sert his brother’s name ahead of his 
own. 

- It is a rare virtue to keep out of your 
neighbor’s business while still promot- 
ing his affairs. 

If Christ did not consider equality 
with God something to be held on to, 
in order that He might do the will of 

God, what have you to keep holding on 
to that is worth forfeiting the will of 
God for? 


Golden Text 

Gal. 4:4, 5—“. . . the fulness of the 
time . . . God sent forth his Son... 
to redeem . . . that we might receive 
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the adoption of sons.” Christ’s coming 
into the world was (1) on schedule, (2) 
an act of obedience, (3) into a state of 
submission, (4) with a redemptive pur- 
pose. His emancipating work means 
sonship for us. 
EL_muurst, ILL. 
bd 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTtep HYMNS 
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 
“My Lord Has Garments So Wondrous Fine” 
“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, whose love gave 
us our Saviour, we thank Thee for Him 
and for all His coming has done for 
man’s blessing. Make this Christmas 
season a time when we shall rejoice not 
just in the outward wrappings of Christ- 
mas but in the great gift of the Saviour 
Himself.’ Help us to, hear and heed Thy 
Word in this lesson and give us the 
lowly, loving spirit of our Lord that 
forgets itself in concern for others. Re- 
member, O Father, all whose lives are 
darkened with sin or with trouble. Turn 
their hearts to Thyself and give them 
Thy saving help. Cheer and bless our 
missionaries in far-off places at this sea- 
son. Reward their sacrifice and service 
with many souls won to Christ, and 
bring soon the time when every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess 
Jesus Christ as Lord. These things we 
ask, seeking Thy forgiveness for our 
sins, through Thy dear Son, our Saviour. 
Amen. / 

After the Lesson—In preparing to- 
day’s lesson I read the passage as it is 
given in Dr. A. S. Way’s “Letters of St. 
Paul.” He prints verses 6-11 as poetry, 
believing them to be an early Christian 
hymn about the selfless spirit of our 
Lord in leaving His heaveniy glory for 


“ys HUMBLE HIMSELF 


a lowly life on earth and death upon a 
cross. It may well be that the first 
Christians put that story into hymn 
form and sang it just as we sing the 
same story in our hymns, 
Here is how some of our hymns tell 
this great story. 
Robert Robinson in the eighteenth 
century wrote: ’ 
From the highest throne in glory, 
To the cross of deepest woe, 
All to ransom guilty captives,— 
Flow my praise, for ever flow. 
Alleluia! Amen. 














Principal D. A. McGregor in the nine- 
teenth century wrote: 


Worlds and men and angels 
All consist in Thee; 

Yet Thou .camest to us 
In humility. 


These verses may be new to some, but 
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I am sure these two are familiar: In 
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing,” Charles 
Wesley wrote: 

Mild He lays His gloty by, 

Born that man no more may die. 
and Henry Barraclough, in his piece be- 
ginning, “My Lord has’ garments,” 
wrote: 

Out of the ivory palaces, 

Into a world of woe, 

Only His great eternal love 

Made my Saviour go. 

Yes, only His love for a lost world 
explains the coming of the Lord Jesus 
to be our Saviour. And Paul, in our 
lesson, reminds us of it to call us to the 
same loving, lowly, and unselfish spirit 
that was His. \ Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ”—the lowly, 
loving mind that forgets itself in con- 
cern for others. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“If there be therefore any consola- 
tion in Christ . . .” (Phil. 2:1).—The 
fourfold “if” of this verse has the sense 
of “since.” 

All the saints at Philippi were “in 
Christ,” and all were indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit, hence there was no room 
for doubt about there being comfort in 
Christ, consolation of love, fellowship of 
the Spirit, and tender mercies. 

It is recorded that on the night be- 
fore his’ execution, as John Huss was 
being hurried from the judgment hall 


to the prison, he felt amid the crowd a | 


hand grasping his, and warmly pressing 
it. He saw a friendly face, and that 
night wrote: “God bless John of Chlum 
for that right hand of his!” How often 


‘Paul in prison thanked God for the 


friendly — yea, affectionate — saints at 
Philippi! (1:3.) 

“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like- 
minded .. .” (Phil. 2:2).—The Philip- 
pians had already given him joy—so 
much so, that his every petition for 
them was joyously made (1:4). But 


there was one thing more they could. 


do that would fill his cup of joy to the 
brim, namely, “be likeminded.” 

He perceived a lack of unity in the 
church. In chapter one, he alluded to 
it when he exhorted them to “stand 
fast in one spirit, with one mind” (v. 
27); in our chapter he exhorts them to 
be of one accord, filled with the same 
love, of one soul, of one mind. In chapter 
three he seems to have the same weak- 
ness in mind and enjoins them to “be- 
come my united imitators” (v. 17, 
Moule); and in chapter four, he places 
his finger, so to speak, on the cause of 
the disunity by beseeching two sisters 
to “be of the same mind in the Lord” 
(v. 2). 

If Euodias were writing or speaking 
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to some one about Syntyche, would she 
have used similar words to those used 
by a brother in these modern times 
about. another brother: “I cannot tell 
you much about him. You see we are 
not friends, we only worship together!” 


“Let this mind be in you, which was 

. in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5).—Natu- 
rally, the question would arise, “How 
can we all be like-minded?” The an- 
swer to this is, “By having the mind of 
Christ, which is the lowly mind.” This 
mind thinks of others, as it is written, 
“For even Christ pleased not himself” 
(Rom. 15:3). 

Dr. Ironside wrote thus of Christ: 
“He lived for others; He died for others. 
Selfishness He knew not. Unselfish de- 
votion for the good of others summed 
up His whole life, and all in subjection 
to the Father’s will.” 


Others, Lord, yes, others, 
Let this my motto be; 
Help me to live for others, Lord. 
That I may live like Thee. 
—C, D. Meigs. 

Who, being in the form of God... 
equal with God .. .” (Phil. 2:6).—What 
a striking declaration of His essential 
deity! “From all eternity He was in 
the form of God, and did not esteem 
it an object of.rapine to be on an equal- 
ity with God.” Lucifer, in the pride of 
his heart said, “I will be like the most 
High” (Isa. 14:14), and for his iniquity 
fell, and became Satan, 

Adam yielded to the temptation: “Ye 
shall be as God” (Gen, 3:6, Numerical 
Bible); and became a fallen creature. 
In the future, the Man of Sin will op- 
pose and exalt himself above all that 
is called God or that is worshiped— 
showing himself that he is God (2 
Thess. 2:4)—but will ultimately be cast 
into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20). 


“But made himself of no reputation 
..” (Phil. 2:7).—He “emptied himself,” 
as the American Standard Version ren- 
ders the expression. Dr. H. C. Moule 
says: “Bishop Lightfoot’s brief note 
here says nearly all that can be said 
with reverent certainty: ‘He divested 
Himself not of His divine nature, for 
this was impossible, but of the glories, 
the prerogatives, of Deity. This He did 
by taking upon Him the form, of a 
servant.’ ? 


“|. and was made in the likeness 
of men” (Phil. 2:7).—Where shall we 
find words with which adequately to 
thank Him Who was in the form of God, 
for humbling Himself to the extent of 
being perfectly willing to come into this 
scene: “in the likeness of men”—“Born 
of a woman, born under the law,” as 
the memory text of this lesson states! 
(Gal. 4:4, 5, A.'S.V.) See also John 1:14; 
Heb. 2:14, 15. 


“ . . Obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8).—What 


humility and obedience on His part— 
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Someone special 


02227x The year’s outstanding Bible — 
a de luxe Oxford Bible at an irresist- 
ibly low price. Marrakesh grained 
Persian, leather lined. With center ref- 
erences, Concordance, new Bible Study 
Helps, colored maps and many other 
features. 5 x 7% x 1%4,”. In black or 
red. $10.75 


Mother 


188x The matchless beauty and luxury 
of genuine Pin Seal make this Scofield 
Reference Bible the perfect gift. 
Leather lined. 542 x 8%, only %” 
thick. $30.00 


Dad 


187x This large size Scofield Reference 
Bible is both handsome and durable. 
Hand grained Morocco binding, leather 
lined. In black, blue, brown, green, 
maroon, or red. 542 x 8%, only %” 
thick. $25.00 
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Your minister 


179x The natural grain Morocco bind- 
ing of*this Scofield Reference Bible 
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Is Death 
the Answer? 


“Please forgive me,” begins a 
letter from a young girl in Greece, 
“for writing this letter. It is my long 
illness and desperate condition that 
force me to do it. I have been sick 
since 1953 and only God knows when 
or whether I shall get out of here. I 
lost my parents when I was still a 
little girl. They died of hunger dur- 
ing the Second World War. After 
the war, I went to work as a maid 
servant, but my mistress was very 
cruel to me. Because I was too young 
and weak to do all she expected of 
me, she beat me hard and treated me 
badly, until one day I came down 
with a high fever. After a few days 
she took me to a doctor and was told 
that I had tuberculosis. When we 
came home she locked me in a room 
until she could prepare papers for my 
admission to a sanitarium. Since then 
she has never come to see me, and 
has never sent me a letter. 


“I feel so very sad and lonely. I 
feel as if the whole world has for- 
saken me. Many times I sink into 
despair and feel that death would be 
the best solution for me—but is that 
right? My dear Christian friends, if 
there is anything you can do for a 
lonely, sick, brokenhearted girl, 
please answer me soon. Yours re- 
spectfully, CORINA KANTARCLI.” 


Is that right, that death would be 
the best solution for Corina? Surely 
we as Christians cannot give her that 
answer. Out of love of Christ and 
love of our neighbor, we ought to 
open our hearts and hands to this 
poor girl and let her know that in the 
mercy of God she is not forsaken. 
She needs medicine, nourishing food, 
warm clothing, and a Bible to bring 
her to the One who is the Friend of 
the weak and helpless. Whatever 
you do for Corina and others like her 
you will be doing as unto Him. You 
may help her through the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, Dept. 
S, P.O. Box 423, New York 36, New 
York. (In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ont.) 
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the struggle for survival of evangelical 
Christianity in Greece — a vital story of 
faith triumphant amid unbelievable hard- 
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even to the shameful and painful death 
of the cross! All for aur sakes! 

We rejoice that He has been exalted, 
far above all; and that all created be- 
ings must own Him Lord to the glory 
of God. If it is not done willingly in 
this His day of grace, it will be done 
in forced subjection even in a lost eter- 
nity. 

Wawona, CALIF. 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let us think of the name 

of Jesus today. It is a prominent 
part of our lesson text, as Paul is say- 
ing in his Letter to the Philippians, 
“Wherefore God also hath highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name: that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and tHfngs under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil. 2:9-11). God is very 
jealous for His holy name. The Third 
Commandment is, “Thou shalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy God in vain; 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain” (Exod. 
20:7). All through the Bible you will 
find exaltation of His name. The 
Prophets and the Psalms are full of jt, 
and there are solemn warnings to hold 
it sacred. You cannot regard it too 
seriously. One does not have to curse 
or swear to take the Lord’s name in 
vain. “In vain” means uselessly or care- 
lessly. Yet you will sometimes hear 
those who cal] themselves Christians 
using His name in telling a joke, or 
making a byword of it. Some very 
pious people utter it flippantly, even 
in quoting the Scriptures, On the other 
hand, I know an earnest Christian who 
never utters the name of the Lord with- 
out a brief instant pause, and lowering 
his voice as if awed by the privilege. 
That is reverence, and surely the deep- 
est reverence is due His name. 


One’s name is a very important part 
of a personality anyway; and if you re- 
spect a person and he is your friend, 
you will-stoutly defend his name against 
any defamation. You would not flaunt 
your mother’s name around, would you? 
And if someone else should speak it 
disrespectfully you would resent it. The 
name stands for a person’s respectabil- 
ity and worth. One m be without 
wealth or special ability,’but he has a 
name to protect at all hazards. 

Surely the name of the Lord is en- 
titled to the greatest reverence, for it 
means more than any other name on 
earth or in Heaven. And His name is 
a refuge. Proverbs 18:10 says, “The 


name of the Lord is a strong tower: 


the righteous runneth into it, and is 
safe.” His name is a key to answered 
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prayer. Jesus said “that whatsoever ye 
shall ask of the Father in my name, he 
may give it you” (John 15:16). I know 
a Christian man who, when tempted, 
simply utters the name of Jésus, and 
he says that drives the tempter away. 
He only repeats the name, again and 
again. Of course it is a prayer. There 
is power in it and Satan flees from it. 
Suppose you try it. With all the ear- 
nestness of your soul, simply breathe 
His name. It breaks the power of Satan. 
It is a shift from looking on sin, to 
looking on Jesus; somewhat like Peter, 
sinking; but when he turned his eyes 
on the Lord he was lifted and led to 
safety. 

Miracles have taken place in connec- 
tion with the name of Jesus. Peter said 
to the man, lame from his birth, “In 


the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth . 


rise up and walk,” and the man not only 
arose and walked but he began leaping 
and praising God. 

An earnest Christian woman told me 
this. It happened in New Jersey. She 
was visiting a friend who had just step- 
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Lesson for December 22 


ped out of the room when the telephone 
rang and the friend called to her to 
please answer for her. The visitor 
picked up the receiver and answered 
by giving the number of the telephone. 
A man’s voice impatiently exclaimed, 
“Jesus Christ! I didn’t call you!” Then 
she quietly said, “Suppose Jesus Christ 
had answered, what would you say to 
Him?” The caller hung up with a bang. 
As the woman replaced the receiver she 
sent up a little prayer that the Holy 
Spirit weuld use the incident. Two 
days later she was surprised to receive 
a note from, an executive of the First 
National Bank, asking if he might have 
an interview with her. This was how 
the Holy Spirit worked: .When he hung 
up with a slam, something caused him 


to ask himself, “Really, just what would | 


I have said if Jesus Christ had an- 
swered?” More and more the thought 
bore in upon him, “What could I say?” 
He could not get his mind on his busi- 
ness and he spent a wakeful night when 
he went to bed. Strangely (through 
the Holy Spirit again) he remembered 
the telephone number the answering 
voice had given. He called that num- 
ber and asked who it was who answered 
the telephone yesterday at a certain 
time. The name was given and her,ad- 
dress. A note was written; the inter- 
view was granted, resulting in the bank 
executive’s making a full surrender to 
Jesus Christ. 

There is such a thing as being so alert 
for the name of Jesus that even a 
wrong-number call can bring results in 
the saving of souls to the glory of that 
name. 


WEAVERVILLE, N., C, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


EARLY two thousand years ago a 

baby was born in a manger in 
Bethlehem. Most people in that little 
town paid no attention to His coming. 
Yet today His name is known and loved 
around the world, and His birth cele- 
brated by people of all nations! Prayers 


‘ offered in His name are answered. 


Wicked men, after believing in Him, 
have become good men. Wherever men 
have come to know Him, educational 
and charitable organizations have sprung 
up. Millions of people have died rather 
than’ deny Him. 

How is it that such tremendous things 
have resulted from the birth of the 
babe of Bethlehem? It is because He 
was Son of God as well as Son of man. 
Christ is the head of the new creation 
to which every born-again person be- 
longs. Let us look at the great con- 
trast between the Saviour, whose birth 
we are celebrating this week, and Satan 
—the ruler of this world. 

Turn to Isaiah 14 and read verses 12- 
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among other things, 


An Open Door— 


open because 
Bethlehem’s Babe, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, is the Door 
by which we enter to be saved youn 109. 
One door, and only One... 
and the greatest joy at 
Christmas time, and always, is to 
be inside that Door! 
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15: Lucifer is one of Satan’s names. We 
learn from Ezekiel 28 that he was per- 
fect when created by God, but he became 
proud of his beauty and wisdom. Be- 
cause of this he wanted to be as God, 
and rule the universe. This wicked am- 
bition led to Satan’s ruin, for it was 
impossible for a created being to take 
the place of God. He lost the exalted 
position in which God had placed him 
and was cast out of Heaven. We just 
read what his future is to be. What 
is it? (To be brought down to hell.) 

How completely opposite was our 
Saviour’s course! Read Philippians 2: 
1-11. Christ was already in the forin 
of God, in the position Satan coveted, 
but could never have. The Lord Jesus 
“thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God,” meaning that He did not consider 
this something “to be grasped after.” 
Instead, He willingly laid aside His 
glory and came down to earth in the 
likeness of men. And here, “he hum- 
bled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.” 
Because of Christ’s deep humiliation 
and death here on our planet, which He 
Himself had created, God has highly ex- 
alted Him, and given Him a name which 
is above every name. 

Does it not thrill you girls to know 
that everyone must bow at the name of 
Jesus? When I hear someone blasphem- 
ing that precious name, I feel like tell- 
ing him, “Your knees are going to bow 
before the one whose name you are 
dishonoring; your lips will say, “He is 
Lord of all.” 

When wé@ realize that the babe of 
Bethlehem was God manifest in the 
flesh, we do not wonder at the tremen- 
dous results that have come from His 
birth. 

So as we read Luke 2:8-20 let us 
remember that this is not just a beau- 
tiful story, it is God’s record of how His 
Son “made* himself ef no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a serv- 
ant, and was made in the likeness of 
men.” The angels were thrilled by this 
great event. We will read this passage 
in unison till we come to the words of 
the angel. Let us ask Joariie to read 
that part. Do you see that the angels 
knew where the holy babe was and 
how He was dressed? They knew that 
He had left Heaven and its glory; and 
they knew something of the work of 
redemption He was to accomplish. 
How do we know this? (Because the 
angel told the shepherds that He «was 
their Saviour.) Right. Now all of us 
ean read the angel chorus of verse 14. 
The angels understood that Christ's 
coming to earth would bring glory to 
God as well as peace to men. He brings 
peace to the hearts of all who believe 
in Him now, and later when He comes 
to reign, He will bring peace to the 
whole earth, 

How did Christ’s coming bring glory 
toGod? Because He came to earth in the 
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laying himself out in the work of the 
likeness of men to die for our sins, we 
shall one' day enter Heaven in His like- 
ness. That will indeed glorify God! I 
believe that as we enter Heaven the 
angels will say to one another, “No one 
but God could have transformed those 
sinful people of earth-into the likeness 
of our Lord!” 

At this season Christ’s birth is being 
celebrated on every hand, but many 
who celebrate it are still under the rule 
of Satan, who, as we have seen, is just 
opposite to Christ. Through pride he 
tried to climb; through love Christ came 
down. Is there anyone here who has 
not yet moved from Satan’s kingdom 
to Christ’s? You cannot truly celebrate 
the birth of Christ until you do move. 
If you will accept the Saviour this 
morning, the joy of His birth will fill 
your heart this Christmas as never be- 
fore. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Jesus Was Born (Luke 2:8-20) 


ET us follow the majestic verses of 
Philippians 2:6-11, which place the 
Christmas story in -its heavenly con- 
text. If you have been memorizing these 


_ words for a Christmas program, they 


are already familiar, but a new ap- 
proach may be made through the pic- 
ture series.1 First assemble the desired 
pictures, preferably colored, as near the 
same size as possible: (1) nativity, (2) 
Christ praying in Gethsemane, (3) cru- 
cifixion, (4) ascension, (5) Jesus and 
children bowing before Him, (6) Jesus 
with children of many nations. Mount 
each on uniform lightweight cardboard. 
The backs of discarded posters of con- 
venient size may be used. Construc- 
tion paper is hardly heavy enough. 
From bright yellow paper cut out two 


- circles of equal size as large as can be 


mounted on a background like the pic- 
tures, with an equality sign between 
the circles. On one circle print CHRIST 
JESUS, on the other GOD. In the mid- 
dle third of both edges of each sheet 
of cardboard punch three holes. Lace 
the circle poster to picture one, pic- 
ture one to picture two, and so on, with 
Christmas or white twine so that the 
straight-across lacing and knot are on 
the back side. The series of pictures 
may now be folded up so only one pic- 
ture at a time is exposed as the story 
is told, and the whole series may be 
stood on the table for display by ar- 
ranging in a slightly zigzag formation. 

Jesus Christ was with God before 
the world was made. He was like God 
—He was God. He made the world 





1 This series is an adaptation from a Scrip- 
ture Press DVBS manual. 
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Give Thanks! Share Your Blessings! 


Jungle Hospital “Bethesda,” Maternity Hospital, 
Schools, Evangelistic work are in URGENT 
NEED. WILL YOU HE Mission paper, 


“Indonesia's Millions,” mailed on request. 


American Gospel Mission of Indonesia 
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By W. C. Stevens 
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\ wisdom in these last days. 224 pgs. $2.00. 
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and everything in it. He knew every- 
thing. He could do anything. The an- 
gels praised Him and did everything 
He wished.. But when the people 
He made disobeyed and did wrong, how 
sad He was! He loved them so much 
He wanted to give them:new hearts so 
they could be friends of God again. So 
one day He left Heaven, where He was 
head of all creation, and made Himself 
nothing, and came down to earth to be 
a little baby, a baby who did not know 
anything but to cry and wiggle and 
sleep and eat. Who is it? Why, the 
Lord Jesus; of course! (Cirtles and 
nativity picture.) 

Jesus means “Saviour.” It is the most 
wonderful name in the world. I will 
tell you why. It was bad enough to be 
a helpless baby after being God. But 
when He became a man, instead of liv- 
ing forever, like God, He gave up His 
life—no, not when He got to be an old 
man, but while He was young and 
strong. He did not die an easy death 
either, but the very hardest, as a bad 


man killed for punishment. What a 
contrast for God! A baby, a man who 
had to pray, a criminal, dead! But that 


is not the end of the story. Because 
He did all that to save us, just as God 
wanted Him to, God raised Him to life 
again, and He went back to Heaven to 
be God. (Continue with explanation 
of verses 9-11.) 

As we think of our Lord Jesus giving 
up so much to come to be our Saviour, 
and of how great He is now, have we 
brought Him a gift? The presentation 
of the Christmas containers with their 
offerings may be a little ceremony, and 
at the same time review the Memory 
Verses. Assignment of verses should 
be made before class. As each pupil 
places his container on the table be- 
fore the picture series representing the 
Lord’s giving, he repeats his assigned 
verse, (In this order: Today’s Memory 
Verse, “God . . . loved us, and sent his 
Son,” 1 John 4:10; v. 9; John 15:13; Phil. 
4:4; Psa. 9:1; 1 Cor, 14:1a; 16:14; 10:24; 
3:9 fif for a missionary purpose, Rom. 
10:14].) The teacher may plan a prayer 
in which the pupils, repeating after her 
sentence by sentence, thank God for His 
Christmas Gift, consecrate their offering 
to. Him, and ask His blessing on its use. 
Be as specific as the project allows, 

Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


EGGY is a real, true little girl who 

lives in Philadelphia. You will 
agree that she is little, for she is only 
four years old. But she was even 
smaller last Christmas which is when 
our story really happened. 

Peggy, like all little girls (and big 
girls—and boys, too!) was excited about 
Christmas. She had not remembered 
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too much about other Christmases, but 
this one was wonderful. She was ex- 
cited about the presents that she helped 
Mommy buy and wrap. She was ex- 
cited about Christmas stockings that she 
knew would be hung on fhe*mantle in 
the living room. She was excited be- 
cause Grandmother was going to come 
for Christmas dinner. She was excited 
about—well, she was excited about 
everything! ' 

A few days before. Christmas her 
daddy took her up on his lap “My 
little girl is really excited about Christ- 
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Retired Men and Women wanted in every 
carefully selected and approved Christian books to sup- 
plement their income and help meet the moral and 
spiritual emotional strain of our present-day living. 
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INC., Blandwood No. 4A, Charlotte 2, N. C, 
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Tats Scriprurat Commanp (2 Tim. 
4:2) motivates Dallas Seminary’s 
theological education. It characterizes 
the ministry of approximately 1,000 
men of God trained there during its 
33-year history. This fall a record 297 
men have come to Dallas, desiring such 
Biblical training. 


Dattas Seminary, oldest and largest 
conservative independent graduate 
theological school in North America, 
offers a distinctive four-year curricu- 
lum in Bible exposition, systematic 
theology, the original languages, and 
other standard seminary courses lead- 
ing to the Th.M. degree. The Graduate 
School of Theology offers a one-year 
Th.M. course for seminary graduates 
and a Th.D. program. 

Free Catatoc and other informative 
literature sent upon request to THE 


REGISTRAR. 
Dallas 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, Texas 











t- 





Lesson for December 22 


mas, isn’t she?” he asked. “Mother and 
I are glad to see our little girl happy. 
But there is something you must re- 
member, dear. It is this: Christmas is 
the birthday of the dear Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is the time when we remem- 
ber that He was God’s gift of love to 
the world. What’ a wonderful present 
God gave! Let me tell you something 
that happened on that very first long- 
ago Christmas. 

“God wanted everyone to know that 
His Son—the one who had been prom- 
ised hundreds and hundreds of years 
before—had been born. He could have 
told some of the important men (men 
as important as our President or as 
England’s queen—such as Caesar, Herod, 
the high priest, or the Rabbinical teach- 
ers) the good news of the birth of His 
Son. But those men were busy. So 
busy, in fact, were they that they prob- 
ably would not have had time to listen 
to God's message. Or, if they had lis- 
tened to it, they might not have be- 
lieved it; or, they might have kept the 
message to themselves. God knew that, 
of course. So. that is why, I think, that 
God chose to announce His Son’s birth 
to some of the poorest people who lived 
shepherds. Shepherds in those days 
in that land stayed out on the hillsides 
all night long, caring for their sheep. 

“It was dark; it was cold; it was quiet. 
When, flash! A great light and a voice 
from Heaven—the voice of an angel cry- 
ing, ‘Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this 
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger’ (Luke. 2:10-12). Be- 
fore the shepherds had time to say a 
word, the sky, it seemed, was full of 
angels who were praising God, and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.’ The first angel gave three of 
the names of God’s Son: He is the 
Saviour (this meant that He would 
someday die for the sin of the world); 
He is Christ (this meant that He was 
God’s prophet; the Priest; the King; 
He is the Lord (meaning that He is the 
glorious Lord of everything). But did 
you notice, Peggy honey, that when God 
announced the birth of His Son through 
the angel, that He said they would find 
the Saviour, Christ the Lord, in a man- 
ger? That’s a place where cows and 
sheep get their food. And God’s Son 
would: be lying there! God’s Son de- 
served to be born in a beautiful palace. 
Instead, He was born among the ani- 
mals, No one, no one ever, Peggy dear, 
would be able to say that he was too 
poor to come to the Saviour. The Sav- 
iour Himself was born as even the 
poorest of people have not been born. 
How happy the shepherds were when 
they saw Him with their very own eyes 
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—Jesus Christ, the Lord! The birthday 
of the Saviour is a most important day, 
Peggy.” 

Peggy thought for a moment. There 
and then she made a decision. When 
she and Mother went down town the 
next day, Peggy carried out her plan. 
And from then until long after Christ- 
mas, there hung alongside of Peggy’s 
stocking one marked in big letters, 
JESUS. And everyone who came (the 
baker, the milkman, friends) heard 
about the first Christmas and the Lord 
Jesus’ birthday. Many put money into 
the JESUS stocking until finally $13.87 
was there—and, as a result, many boys 
and girls in eastern Pennsylvania heard 
the story of the Saviour, Christ the 
Lord. 


1 Attractive flashcards in black and white 
for this true story available from: Child 
Evangelism Fellowship, 46 S. Duke St., Lan- 
caster, Pa., 50c. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Low Enough and High Enough.—God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman 
(Gal. 4:4, Golden Text). The Saviour is a 
way of access for men, a heavenly lad- 
der up to God. Now every part of a 
ladder is important, but the two ends 
are especially so. To be a link between 
two places, it must come down low 
enough, and must also reach high 
enough. So this celestial ladder, to be 
of use to the race, must be accessible 
to man and must reach right up to God. 
. -. Was Christ really man as well as 
God? ... He was truly the man, Christ 
Jesus. This heavenly ladder starts 
truly from “just where we are.” Yet, 
on the other hand, was the man, Christ 
Jesus, really and truly God? Here 
again the testimony of those who knew 
Him intimately is sincere and unani- 
mous and convincing.—From Dr. North- 
cote Deck, in “Not in Vain.” Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. Prize illustration, 


Common Ground.—If there be there- 
fore any consolation in Christ, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowship of 
the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies 
(Phil, 2:1). The doctors told Mr. Henry 
he must quit his job as fireman and go 
West; he had tuberculosis. With only 
a few dollars in his pocket, he started 
out with his old car and homemade 
trailer. At the end of the first day he 
was in. strange territory among strange 
people. Several trailer parking areas 
that he passed looked pleasant and pros- 
perous, but he was sure they were ex- 
pensive. Finally, too tired to go much 
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UNEXPECTED FOOD 
IN TIME OF NEED 


The following letter from Hungary 
vividly depicts the plight of many to 
whom we minister in our Saviour’s name: 


_ Budapest, Hungary 
Beloved Brother in Christ: 

Unexpected, and ,in a time of 
we received your wonderful f package. 
Truly Psalm 23 has been gloriously fulfilled. 
The Lord is our Shepherd; therefore we do 
not want. 

I am 81 years old. My wife, Mona, has 
had nine operations. Both of us are sick with 
rheumatism and heart disease. For two 
years I was bedridden and suffered excrucia- 
ting pains. Last time when they dismissed 
me ae the hospital, they told me, “You 
better go home and die, not in the hospital.” 

I used to receive a small pension, but it 
was stopped in 1950, when they deported us 
from Budapest without re | or considera- 
tion. Then last March, all of a sudden, they 
started again to give me a small pension of 
400 gulden, the equivalent of a pair of shoes, 
or the Tent of one unheated room. 

You may well ask, how do we live, eat, 
keep warm, or clothe ourselves? answer 
is, we are fed directly by the hand of our dear 
Lord. He cares for us and sends to us cloth- 
ing and shoes, and sometimes even s little 
money from unknown friends, His angels. 

When seven years ago we were deported 
into the country, we lived in a peasant’s hut. 
Our room was dark and dank, with a mud 
floor. For two years I lay helpless while my 
wife, who was sick herself, nursed me. She 
became so exhausted and sick that she looked 
like a skeleton. 

I could not eat or even swallow. My 
tongue cleaved to the roof of my mouth as 
there was no saliva. It was hard for me even 
to s . I lost 66 pounds and became a 
helpless bundle of skin and bones. The 
doctor prescribed no medicine as none was 
available. The pain was unbearable and I 
could not sleep. 

Then one day when our situation seemed 
most desperate and hopeless, my wife and I 
joined hands together and prayed God for 
mercy. That night we fell asleep and slept 
through till morning. When I woke up I 
said to my wife, “Dear, we slept all night and 
now I feel no pain. But I am hungry.: My 
tongue does not cleave to the roof of my mouth. 
Please can you give me something to eat.” 
Since that day the pain disappeared. I sleep 
well and eat when we have something to eat. 
I feel much stronger and can get around with 
the help of a stick in my hand. This is really 
a miracle. God is love, gracious and full of 
mercy. To Him be praise and glory, and 
thanks to our beloved brethren in Christ in 
the city of Philadelphia. We' pray that the 
Lord’s blessing may be upon you and all those 
who help your noble work. 


Your grateful brother, A.O. 


Letters like this, which unfold human tragedy 
in all its grimness, come to us daily from every 
pert of the world. It is our privilege to bring 
some help to these brethren of our Lord, as He 
enables us to do so through your compassion. 


‘Let us thank God for the privilege of helping and 


showing forth His love. 
FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY and RELIEF SOCIETY, Inc. 
728 § Witherspoon Building, Phila. 7, Pa. 
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The best-selling classic of 
. Christian missionary devotion 
in the jungles of Ecuador 








“A book to be read, felt deeply 
and remembered vividly for per- 
haps a lifetime.” 

—Nashville Banner 


Gates o 


Splendo 


By ELISABETH ELLIOT 
With 64 pages of amaz- 
ing photographs by the 
missionaries and Cornell 
Capa of Life. 


At your bookseller $3.75 





HARPER & BROTHERS, N. Y. 16 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





“Send . . . Something to Eat for Christmas” 


A veteran Hebrew Christian missionary who has 
served Christ nearly 50 years earnestly pleads for help 
on behalf of her converts in eastern Europe. “You 
may think that the economic situation has improved 
here,” she wrote, “but not for the people who have 
survived the gas chambers. They are still in dire need 
and broken in body. Please, dear brother, do send 
food parcels to these Hebrew Christians so they may 
have something to eat for Christmas.” 


We plead with you, dear Christian friend, to help us 
to send these Hebrew Christians not costly gifts, but 


anak: “something to eat for Christmas. 


Another grateful missionary and relief worker has written: “Your letter 
and the many agen or which followed it, especially the CARE food par- 


cels, gave us no end of joy and encouragement, since we were able to help 
so many in their terrible hunger and distress.” 


At this blessed Christmas season please help us relieve distress and give a 
little happiness to needy, hungry Hebrew Christians in Europe and in Israel. 
Rumeiiber especially the little children and the aged Hebrew Christians 
whom we support in Homes. 


Send your gift to: 
THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 


5630-T N. Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada 
91-T Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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farther, he asked an old man puttering 
around a neat-but-obvious junk yard, 
“Be all right if I camped here?” When 
the stranger straightened up, there was 
kindness in his eyes. “You a Chris- 
tian?” he asked quietly. Mr. Henry 
says: “That question was. like balm on 
my lonely heart. I said, ‘Yes, sir,’ and 
we shook hands.” The man later asked 
Mr, Henry to work for him, which he 
did for several years. Mr. Henry is 
well now. This incident occurred 
twenty-some years ago, but he remem- 
bers it, for as he says, a mutual knowl- 
edge of Christ is the best common 
ground on which strangers can meet.— 
Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. A, E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


No Brotherhood Without Brothers.— 
. .. that ye be likeminded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one 
mind (Phil. 2:2). As long as men are 
unsaved and unregenerate, all efforts to 
weld them into one great living family 
are doomed to failure. It was Tolstoi 
who, disillusioned after years of vain 
effort to do this very thing, exclaimed, 
“IT have learned that you cannot have 
a brotherhood without brothers.” It is 
grace that makes men, once enemies to 
God and to each other, to be one great 
loving family in Christ.—From H, A. 
Ironside, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


No Indispensables.— . . . but in low- 
liness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves (Phil. 2:3). “He 
is impossible to get along with, because 
he thinks he’s impossible to get along 
without,” was said of a Sunday school 
worker. No wonder the result was a 
dismal failure for the would-be indes- 
pensable. The worst idea a Christian 
can conceive is that he is absolutely 
necessary for the work in which he is 
engaged, and that his absence would 
stop the whole undertaking.—From Sun- 
day at Home. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


All Given to Christ.—Look not every 
man on his own things, but every man 
also on the things of others (Phil. 2:4). 
When the British Government sought to 
reward General Gordon for his brilliant 
services in China, he declined all money 
or titles, but accepted a gold medal in- 
scribed with the record of his thirty- 
three engagements. It was his most 
prized possession. But after his death 
the medal could not be found. Eventu- 
ally, it was learned that he had sent it 
to Manchester during a severe famine, 
directing that it should be melted down 
and used to buy bread for the poor. 
Under the date of its sending, these 
words were found written in his diary: 
“The last and only thing I had in this 
world that I valued I have given to the 
Lord Jesus Christ.”"—From “Herald of 
His Coming.” Sent by J. Edward Raiser, 
Shelby, Ohio. 
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Lesson for December 22 


Earth to Heaven and Heaven to Earth. 
—Christ Jesus . .. made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men (Phil. 2:5, 7). 


Welcome to our wondering sight, 

Eternity within a span! 

Summer in winter! day in night! 

Heaven in earth! and God in man! 
Great Little One, whose glorious birth 
Lifts. earth to Heaven, stoops Heaven to 

earth! 
—Quoted by C. H. Spurgeon, in 
“Christ’s Glorious Achievements.” Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


What We Miss.—He humbled himself 
(Phil, 2:8). John Wesley says, “True 
humility is a kind of self-annihilation, 
and this is the center of all virtues.” 
“Oh, to be nothing!” was the plea of the 
saints of the past. Today we smile at 
such an idea; we want to be something. 
So we pump away at our little cistern 
of egotism and miss the rivers of living 
water.—From the Free Methodist. Sent 
by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
‘Trichinopoly, S. India. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 951) 

1. The unity of the church (Phil. 2:2). 

2. By presenting four bases of appeal 
in verse 1. 

3. As we use “heart,” the seat of the 
emotions. Here the emotion of compas- 
sion is in, view. 

4. Not as “a busybody in other men’s 
matters” (1 Pet. 4:15), but for the pro- 
motion of others’ welfare. 

5. “Being in the form of God” (v. 6), 
and “being found in fashion as a man” 
(v. 8). 

6. He “emptied himself” (v. 7, A.S.V.). 

7. “He humbled himself” (v. 8). 

8. In perfect obedience, even when it 
involved the cross, 

9. The doctrine is presented in sup- 
port of the exhortations of verses 1-5. 

10. “He that humbleth himself shall 


.be exalted” (Luke 14:11), 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
Ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th qnd Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Christmas. An American Annual of 
Christmas Literature and Art. Edited 
by Randolph E. Haugan. (Augsburg 
Pub. House, Minneapolis 15; gift edi- 
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tion, heavy paper cover, gift envelope, 
$1.25; library edition, cloth bound, gift 
box, $3.) Volume 27 of this lovely 
Christmas annual, following the usual 
custom of the publishers, opens with the 
Christmas story from Luke and Mat- 
thew, beautifully illustrated with full- 
color reproductions of paintings. Christ- 
mas articles and stories, such as “Gold, 
Frankincense, and Myrrh,” with wood- 
cut illustrations; “Silhouettes and the 
Art of Paper-Cutting”; “Royal Copen- 
hagen Christmas Plates”; “In the Heart 
of Philadelphia,” describing fully the 
world-renowned Wanamaker  Store’s 
Christmas decorations; and the picture 
story by Lee Mero, “It Seems Like Only 
Yesterday,” constrain the reviewer to 
keep the review copy among personal 
possessions. There are also gems of 
Christmas poetry; Christmas music—of 
Mexican, Norwegian, German origin, 
and others; Christmas art that should 
be preserved in frames. Better not to 
hoard this thing of beauty: there is a 
dear friend who has an artistic soul, 
a deep appreciation of music and liter- 
ature, who will cherish it and share it 
with friends, and it will give joy 
throughout the year. It will be a most 
acceptable Christmas remembrance. 


All the Plants of the Bible. By Wini- 
fred Walker. (Harper & Bros., 49 E. 33rd 
St., New York 16; $4.95.) Here is a use- 
ful and interesting reference book for 
all Sunday schoo] teachers, Bible teach- 
ers, pastors, and for all lovers of the 
Bible and flowers. It contains one hun- 
dred and fourteen full-page illustrations 
of Bible plants. Below nearly all of 
the pictures are found the English, 
Latin, and Hebrew names of the plants, 
and short quotations, with references, 
from the Bible and the Apocrypha. On 
the opposite page are the English name 
of the plant, three or four Scripture 
texts referring to it, and a brief, read- 
able description, telling of its uses and 
peculiarities. The frontispiece is a col- 
ored plate showing the pomegranate 
and the fig. 

Mrs. Walker is an_ internationally 
known botanical artist, a fellow of the 
Linnaean Society, and was official art- 
ist to the Royal Horticultural Society 
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Messenger Scripture Text 
Calendar gives you 
the inspiration of a 
Scripture portion for 
every day with weekly 
memory verse and 
devotional readings; 
also S.S. Lessqns. Used 
and praised by millions 
of Christians. A fy pag 
gift, large size 93/8 x 16, 
with 13 full color Master- 


pieces of Religious Art. re la 
One Minister writes: 9 ey 
“I have given Messenger * vw 


Calendars with our 
Church imprint as a 
gift at Christmas to 
my congregation for 
over 6 years.” 
PRICES 
Single copy 45¢ 
3 copies $ 1.25 
12 copies 4.50 
25 copies 7.75 


Sa oho P 


50 copies 15.00 
100 copies 27.00 
200 copies 52.00 
300 copies 75.00 
400 copies 96.00 


500 copies 115.00 
Church imprint, inside 
pages 3¢; front cover 
only, 124; No business 
imprints accepted. 
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; MESSENGER CORPORATION 
' Dept. ST-12, Auburn, Indiana 

Hee ease send at once. Messenger Scripture Text 
' oe mae for 1958. 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
been ‘completed. Each reader is —_ made from 
plates used in the 1879 revised edition . . . same 
type and binding. You can now pypmese exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


First Reader - ~- $2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 
Second Reader 2.50 Fifth Reader- - - 3.50 
Third Reader - - 2.75 SixthReader - - 3.75 


We pay the postage on all orders! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-12, Rowan, lowa 

















with stained edges. 
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by Eugenia Price 


“Share” Genie’s personal devotional meditations — strik- 
ingly and refreshingly different interpretations and appli- 
cations of deep spiritual truths—explained as only 
“Genie” can. Beautiful full color jacket, 2-color binding 


384 clear-type pages, Only $3.00 


A Zondervan Publication 
FROM YOUR 






Boekel Ga 28 8 3: 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 

Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 


Prayer-helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














MARIAN’S FAVORITE 
BIBLE STORIES 


by MARIAN M. SCHOOLLAND 
The First Bible Reader 
a for the Young Child 


* The Ideal Bible Story Book 
to introduce the Bible to 
the young child 


* Sixty-three short and sim- 
ply-told stories 


¢ Large, clear readable type 


* Twelve beautiful and ex- 
citing full-color pictures 


Only $1.50 





MARIAN’S BIG BOOK 
OF BIBLE STORIES 


by MARIAN M. SCHOOLLAND 
The Big Book for Ages 3 to 8 


© 266 Simply-told Stories for o-« 
the Younger Child . 
© Holds the attention of the 
foyr-year-old 
e Easy to read by the young 
beginning reader 
* All exciting new pictures 
in full color 
¢ Covers both the Old and Bys 
the New Testaments 
‘$3.50 
At your bookseller or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
255 Jefferson Ave.,S.E. Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


in England for ten years. When the 
Athenia was torpedoed at sea in 1939, 
Mrs. Walker lost her entire collection 
of “Shakespeare’s Flowers,” which she 
had beén invited to bring to America. 
Today she is an artist in residence at 
the University of California. This pres- 
ent work is based on a list issued by 
the New York Botanical Garden. It 
took Mrs. Walker six years to produce 
it and nearly all the plants were painted 
from life. The collection shows flowers, 
fruits, trees, shrubs, grains, herbs, and 
vegetables mentioned in the Bible, and 
every specimen is life size. In the case 
of the trees, of course, only leaves, 
flowers, twigs, and fruit are shown. The 
alphabetical arrangement of the plants 
right through the book makes it easy 
to consult. A Sunday school teacher 
would do well to display this book in 
class when a plant comes into the les- 
son, and all who are studying and teach- 
ing the Bible will find here much use- 
ful information and _ illustrations of 
Scriptural truth. 


49 Worship Stories for Children. By 
Theodore W. Schroeder. (Concordia 
Pub. House, St. Louis 18; $1.75.) Here 
is a collection of short stories suitable 
to be told or read to children in the 
home or Sunday school. They are truly 
devotional in spirit, appealing and at- 
tractive, full of human interest, and 
each contains in some form a Bible 
truth or a character-building lesson. 
There are stories about animals, about 
historic incidents, and the boys and 
girls in other lands, and many are 
woven about some well-known Bible 
incidént. Some are especially meant 
for Christmas, Easter, or other seasons, 
but throughout there runs a clear line 
of precious spiritual truth that will en- 
rich and bless the life of the child, 


Jonah: Fact or Fiction? By M. R. De- 
Haan, M.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) In an 
effort to expound as many spiritual les- 
sons as possible from the Book of Jonah, 
Dr. DeHaan presents a great many 
“types.” While the traditional author- 
ity of the book is upheld, all may not 
agree when the writer argues for a 
Wednesday crucifixion and states flatly 
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@ BAZAAR PREACHING 
@ HOUSE TO HOUSE VISITATION 
@ CHILD EVANGELISM CLASSES 


@ ORPHANAGES FOR CAST-OFF CHILDREN 


Opening New Stations and E 
work in the Pioneer Fields o 


A growing faith work in a vital field 


Greatly needed being greatly blessed! Completing 64 years 
India. Soin us with your prayers and interest. As the Lord provides we 
and strengthen our stakes. 


Our present ministry in India and Pakistan includes: 





of service in 


@ CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
@ MISSIONARY MEDICAL AID 

@ BIBLE TRAINING INSTITUTES 

@ DISTRIBUTING LITERATURE AND SCRIPTURES 
aging New Missionaries for 

oth India and Pakistan 


Interesting FREE literature gladly supplied. Write today! 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
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that “faith in the literal account of 
Jonah is indispensable to salvation” (p, 
74). Truly the Book of Jonah is fact 
and, with its varied applications, is in- 
valuable in “throughly furnishing unto 
all good works,” and a perusal of this 
volume ought to benefit any Christian. 


Sugar Creek Gang at Snow Goose 
Ledge. By Paul Hutchens. (Scripture 
Press, Wheaton, Ill. $1.25.) When the 
Sugar Creek Gang started North for a 
winter vacation they felt sure they 
would have an interesting time, for 
Barry Boyland was to be their camp 
director, and he had planned the trip 
especially so he could study nature as 
an aid in writing a thesis on “Wildlife 
in the Frozen North.” The boys had 
promised to help him as much as they 
could; they were not to be the wildlife, 
Mother reminded them. There was wild- 
life aplenty, and ice fishing, running the 
trap line with old-time trapper Ed Wim- 
bish, not to speak of Old Timber, the 
ghost wolf who appeared from nowhere 
and disappeared just as mysteriously. 
But how could anyone know that the 
weather would be so _ unseasonably 
warm that a huge black bear would 
come out of hibernation? There are 
thrills and excitement all the way 
through this fourteenth of the series of 
worth-while Christian stories for boys. 


Where Are You Going Today? By 
Sharon Smith Koester. (Albert Whitman 
& Co., Chicago 6; cloth, $2.) One of the 
sweetest little girls an artist could pic- 
ture is the one who asks the question, 
first of her daddy; then of her brother, 
Jimmie; then her mommy, herself, her 
puppy, her aunty—‘Where are you go- 
ing today?” Daddy, of course, is going 
to work, Jimmie to school, Mommy is 
staying home, Little Girl is going out 
to romp and play “pretend” games with 
Puppy, and Aunty is going shopping. 
Everyone returns at the end of a happy 
day. The pictures are adoi.vle and 
beautifully executed—half in full color 
and half in black and white. The book 
measures 744x9% inches, has a sturdy 
binding, and shows smiling, flaxen- 
haired, blue-eyed Little Girl, in color, 
on the cover and jacket. 


The Geography of the Bible. By Denis 
Baly. (Harper Bros., New York 16: 
$4.95.) Denis Baly has taught in the 
schools of the Jerusalem and the East 
Mission, and more recently became prin- 
cipal of St. George’s Boys School in 
Jerusalem. During the fifteen years 
that he lived in Palestine, Mr. Baly 


traveled and did research on the geog-" 


raphy of the Holy Land. 

Since the author is also a _ trained 
geographer (B.A. in geography from 
Liverpool University), the book that he 
has written has real value. In the chap- 
ter, “The Depths of the Earth,” he deals 
with the geological formation of Pales- 
tine. Succeeding chapters treat of the 
rainfall of Palestine, the question of 
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whether the climate of Palestine has 
changed in historical times, and the ef- 
fect of Palestinian weather on man’s 
life, with particular reference to the 
Bible (p. 67). He points out that, while 
in Europe and North America there 
seems to have been a dry climate from 
3000 to 500 B.C., there was a sudden 
change to a colder and wetter climate 
about 500 B.C. (p. 72). However, he in- 
dicates that it is difficult to determine 
to what extent these changes took place 
in the Palestinian area (p. 73). Later 
chapters deal with the vegetation and 
animals of the Holy Land, and the last 
chapters describe each main area, in- 
cluding the coastlands, the hill country, 
Galilee, and other parts of the Holy 
Land (pp. 193-266). 

In referring to the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, the author says, 
“Whatever additions the story may have 
gained in the telling, it does seem clear 
that there is a memory of volcanic ac- 
tivity of some kind” (p. 23). The idea 
that parts of the Bible are the result of 
additions made by “retelling” the ac- 
count fits in with an acceptance of a 
certain amount of Liberal Biblical criti- 
cism; the quotation of Kar] Barth with 
apparent approval (p. xii), and other 
intimations lead one to conclude that 
the Bible is important to the writer, but 
that he will go along with Liberal Bib- 
lical criticism. Much material of value, 
however, will be found in the book. 


The Listening Post. By Marion Barrett 
Obermeyer. (Longmans, Green & Co., 
Inc., New York 3; $3.) Planes, radios, 
and automobiles are so commonplace 
now that the feelings of awe and won- 
der they first generated are completely 
forgotten. . It is pleasant therefore to 
recapture them in this story of the 
Burnett family who, on Christmas, 1906, 
heard their first message on the new 
wireless, as radio was then ¢alled, Papa 
Burnett had just finished making the 
contrivance. The next exciting thing 
was an automobile in which Mamma 
rode proudly enough, despite the 
gloomy prophecies of her neighbors. 
Then came the delight of rescuing a 
downed pilot and helping to pull his 
small plane to safety. And the two 
Burnett children, Dan and Peggy, felt 
that nothing in all the world was so 
wonderful as the unlocking of the se- 
crets of science. World War I shunted 
the young people overseas, where Peggy 
stuck by her telephone post through 
enemy shelling, while Dan outsmarted 
a German operator who had hidden his 
wireless in a milking stool. Home again, 
Dan was granted the honor of opening 
the town’s first radio station, using the 
same Christmas story and accompany- 
ing music he had heard years before 
On the homemade wireless. 


Onak and the Talking Box. By Marie 
Barham. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.) 
Onak was proud of being a Buhid, one 
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of the mountain tribes in Mindaro of 
the Philippines, proud, too, of her im- 
mediate family—mother, stepfather, and 
the Littlest One. But the biggest thing 
in her life was fear—fear of the Great 
Winds, of the Lowlanders who stole 
their fields, fear of the tribal marriage 
law that decreed that her stepfather 
might take her any time since she had 
refused the only marriageable youth on 
the mountain. But, most of all, Onak 
feared the spirits of the demons that 
beclouded the very air she breathed. 
Then came the missionera with a talk- 
ing box that said words that promised 
to take away all fears forever. Onak 
and her mother continued to be drawn 
to this message, even after the strangle 
demon had snatched away the Littlest 
One as he had others before. At last 
the mother actually accepted Christ, 
and two or three others also found re- 
lease from the inner struggle. But 
Onak waited and is waiting still until 
the prayer power of rope-holders at 
home should surround her utterly. For 
this Buhid girl is a real person and the 
fascinating account of her life is seen 
through her own wistful eyes. Nor is 
it a child’s story but one that impels 
the same attention as that given by Joy 
Ridderhof and Ann Sherwood while on 
trek in Africa. It is to these heroic 
founders of Gospel Recordings, Inc., 
that the volume is dedicated since they, 
under God, made its writing possible. 


Is the Rapture Next? By Leon J. 
Wood. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., cloth, $2; paper, $1.25.) 
Will the Church go through the Tribu- 
lation? This is the question considered 
by the author, who is professor of 
Grand Rapids Baptist Thpological Sem- 
inary and Bible Institute. The views of 
both the pre-tribulation and post-tribu- 
lation rapture of the Church are kindly 
and fairly outlined in a style sugges- 
tive of a lawyer’s brief. The -main 
Scripture references included are those 
pertaining to the Great Tribulation, the 
imminency of the return of Christ, the 
Epistles of Paul to the Thessalonians, 
the end of the age, the Olivet discourse, 
and the resurrection of believers. Of 
special interest and importance is the 
study of the word “end” as used in 
Matthew 13, and the word “first” used 
in Revelation 20.. Comforting evidence 
mounts, as the variows passages of 
Scripture are examined, to show the 
firm conclusion that the Rapture is next. 


The Seed from the East. By Mrs. 
Harry Holt as told to David Wisner. 
(Oxford Press, Los Angeles. May be 
had from the author at Creswell, Oreg., 
$3.50.) It was a momentous decision 
when Farmer Harry Holt took his fam- 
ily to hear Dr. Bob Pierce of World 
Vision, Inc. Spellbound they looked at 
“Dead Men on Furlough,” and “Other 
Sheep” sequences—Korean lepers, war 
widows, orphans, and, most of all, the 
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The incarnation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His birth of a virgin is 
a basic truth of our Christian faith. 
God became man. This is not 
merely a phase in time, but the 
sublimest fact of eternity because 
only through human birth and 
normal development could Jesus 
become our eternal High Priest, 
our Kinsman-Redeemer. 


Leviticus 25:47, 48 sets forth God’s 
rule of redemption. The Israelite 
who had sold himself into slavery 
could be redeemed only by one of 
his brethren. The’redeemer must 
be a kinsman! Here we have one 
of the reasons for the incarnation. 
It follows that God must become 
man in order to be our Kinsman- 
Redeemer. 


God became our Kinsman, As we 
ponder this our heart is filled with 
overflowing awe. The message of 
the incarnation is the message of 
the ‘‘Kinsman’’ who came to be 
our Redeemer. How we rejoice 
in this truth! But our rejoicing is 
tempered with sadness as we think 
of our kinsmen according to the 
flesh who do not know of Him who 
came to save His people from their 
sins. 


Your prayer fellowship will help us 
more fully to be ministers of His 
saving grace in bringing the Gospel 
of redemption to Israel so that they, 
too, may come to rejoice with us 
in the incarnate Lord Jesus Christ. 
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GI babies that nobody wanted. “We 
want them!” cried the hearts of Harry 
and his wife, Bertha. And it was a 
cry that grew into importunate prayer 
as the days. flew by. The outcome was 
such sacrificial giving by the eight 
members of that Christ-honoring fam- 
ily that thirteen war orphans were sent 
full support. 

But Daddy Holt was far from satis- 
fied. “‘Those GI babies should be brought 
to America, the land of their fathers,” 
he cried. “How many can we adopt?” 
They decided on eight. Then the wheels 
started rolling for a  fifty-yeat-old 
farmer with a bad heart, who had said, 
“Yes, Lord, here am I.” Harry left for 
Korea in May, 1955. Though the US. 
law decreed that only two orphans 
could be adopted by any one family, 
the Holts knew God would move con- 
gressmen to change that law with un- 
precedented speed. And God did, as 
friends in every direction prayed and 
wrote letters. 

Meanwhile the task of unwinding red 
tape in Korea was graphically pictured 
in Harry’s letters. Finally, in October 
of that year, the plane landed Aboji 
(Korean for “Daddy”), and twelve Ko- 
rean babies, the extra four being for 
friends. Life and Time magazines were 
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in on the finale at Portland, and also 
at Creswell, where after some hectic 
hours of getting settled, eight new little 
Holts began learning the sweetness of 
being wanted and loved. 

The account is full of homey and 
heart-warming detail, so that one needs 
a few hours alone for its reading, un- 
less he is unashamed of tears. Sale 
profits will be used entirely for the 
relief of orphans. 


The Shining Road. By Dorothy Sco- 
field. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc. 
New York 3; $2.75.) Seventeen-year-old 
Elinor was disappointed in not being 
able to spend the summer in Europe as 
she intended. Instead, she was to go 
to a Canadian island with her Aunt 
Kate. Here she learned some worth- 
while lessons from many other young 
people, and discovered she had a 
gift for telling stories to children, which 
was to be the long-sought “shining 
road” in her future. It is a pleasant 
story, teaching the value of thoughtful- 
ness and kindness. Some will regret 
that the season had to end with a dance, 


Health Shall Spring Forth. By Paul E. 
Adolph, M.D., M.Sc. (Med.), F.A.CS, 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.50.) “It 
is conservatively estimated,” writes Dr, 
Adolph, “that over fifty per cent of the 
patients who come to the general prac- 
titioner’s office in our large cities have 
no demonstrable organic disease. They 
are, nevertheless, suffering real disease 
symptoms on an emotional basis.” The 
author is convinced that the Christian 
faith, rightly applied, is the only true 
remedy for the emotional tensions and 
maladjustments, and for the diseases 
that they produce. His book deals with 
the close relation betweer’ spiritual 
well-being and physical health, and 
while he is careful to point out that 
spiritual maturity does not guarantee 
freedom from sickness, he does insist 
that it eliminates many of the causes 
of emotionally produced illness. 

Having established the relationship 
between emotional states and bodily 
health, Dr. Adolph devotes two chapters 
to a careful, concise explanation of the 
nature of the new birth, and of the faith 
that is basic to Christian living. He 
then touches upon the essentials of 
spiritual growth. The remaining chap- 
ters of the book deal largely with the 
hindrances to spiritual growth, and he 
shows how these things contaminate a 
person both spiritually and, as a conse- 
quence, physically. 

This doctor’s description of the emo- 
tional ills that plague us, and that pro- 
duce physical symptoms, is so exact and 
accurate that most readers will recog- 
nize themselves in one or another part of 
the book. Best of all, the author clearly 
shows how the Word of God has the 
answer to these maladies of the spirit, 
and his suggestions for dealing with 
them are most helpful. He cites a num- 
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ber of illustrations from his own prac- 
tice, and his whole approach inspires 
confidence in his professional ability 
and in his spiritual perception. 

The chapter on “Faith Healing” 
should be helpful to many who have 
been puzzled in this regard. Indeed, 
it is hardly fair to single out any one 
chapter of the book; any number of 
them contain truth that is much needed 
by great numbers of people in our hec- 
tic day. This is a book to read for one’s 
own profit, and to recommend for the 
help of others. 


Chick-Chick Here. By Betty Russell. 
(Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; 
$1.25.) Was it a skunk, a cat, or a fox 
that killed three of Tom’s 4H chickens? 
There was but one way to find out. 
After Tom’s carefully set trap had fin- 
ished Mr. Weasel, it caught also a rac- 
coon, which lived to become a pet of 
the family. But the cutest of the boy’s 
pets was Chick-a-Biddy, who was actu- 
ally chosen to appear on TV at the fair. 
People all over the county saw her sit- 
ting on Tom’s head, then watched her 
choose that very moment to fly down 
by the judges and drop her first white 
egg. A bright, well-illustrated story for 
the smallest readers, 


By Searching. By Isobel Kuhn. (Lut- 
terworth Press, London; China Inland 
Mission, 237 W. School Lane, Philadel- 
phia 44; $1.) Here is the autobiography 
from college days of a rare soul, Mrs. 
John B. Kuhn, whose husband and mar- 
ried daughter are missionaries of the 
China Inland Mission as she was. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kuhn worked among the Lisu 
tribespeople and she was well known 
for her books about them and her un- 
usual missionary letters. Mrs, Kuhn 
was bedridden in Wheaton, IIL, for 
months before her death last March, and 
Dr. Carl Armerding’s funeral sermon 
was printed in the Tmwes (May 18, 1957). 
This reviewer received a blessing from 
her peaceful, smiling face and quiet, 
hopeful words of testimony when he 
visited her last winter; and a Wheaton 
senior, who often saw her, said, after 
reading this book, that he wished he 
had realized more fully what a true 
Saint she was. 

Having given up all for Christ long 
ago, and knowing that the time of her 
departure was in sight, Mrs. Kuhn wrote 
with great freedom of her student days 
at the University of British Columbia 


‘and the Moody Bible Institute, and her 


period as a candidate before going to 
China. In spite of her Christian home 
training, a professor broke down her 
faith and she tried vainly to find peace 
and happiness in worldly pleasures.’ A 
broken engagement to a disloyal col- 
lege fellow brought her down to a 
temptation to suicide, but God held her. 
Then He used Mrs. Whipple of the well- 
known family that founded the Firs 
Bible Conference lovingly to bring her 
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back from “the misty flats,” as Isobel 
Kuhn called them, quoting John Oxen- 
ham. 

In an exquisite chapter entitled “Ex- 
tinguished Tapers,” she shows how God 
gradually and gently put out the tapers 
of card-playing, novel-reading (to 
which she was too much addicted), and 
dancing. A gifted writer and keen ob- 
server, Mrs, Kuhn pictures with sur- 
prising frankness her own feelings 
during her days of conflict, and her 
testimony will therefore be exceedingly 
valuable to other young people, espe- 
cially students. She met J. O. Fraser 
of Lisuland and tells what a benedic- 
tion he brought into her life. The 
story of her trials and triumphs at 
Moody Institute, where God miracu- 
lously supplied her needs in many 
ways, will encourage not only other 
students, but mature Christian workers. 
The chapter on “The Vancouver Girls 
Corner Club,” of which she became 
superintendent, is a story in itself; and 
in it is the exciting account of her visits 
to an insane girl, who was finally com- 
pletely restored through prayer. The 
narrative takes Isobel up to the farewell 
on the Vancouver wharf in October, 
1928, when she sailed for China, and the 
last three pages will bring tears to the 
eyes of most readers. 

Though small (128 pages)—and per- 
haps because of that—this beautifully 
written account of Isobel Kuhn’s strug- 
gles, surrender, and victory is just the 
thing to put into the hands of high 
school and college young people who 
may be halting between two opinions. 
Following the theme of John Oxenham’s 
lines at the head of the first chapter, it 
takes her from “the misty flats” to the 
glorious, sunlit “highway” of the center 
of God’s will. 


Bible Commentary—The Minor Proph- 
ets. By Theodore Laetsch, D.D. (Con- 
cordia Pub. House, St. Louis 18; $5.) 
“To create -in Bible students an eager 
desire to increase their understanding 
of Scripture, a new commentary of the 
Bible is in the making by scholars of 
the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod.” 
The volume on the Minor Prophets is by 
Dr. Theodore Laetsch, who for twenty 
years lectured in various areas of prac- 
tical and exegetical theology as a mem- 
ber of the faculty of Concordia Semi- 
nary of St. Louis. He has already fin- 
ished his work on Jeremiah. There is 
no doubt that he is a great scholar with 
a thorough knowledge of Hebrew. 

This work with a full topical index 
makes a,volume of 566 large pages. The 
author takes the prophecies paragraph 
by paragraph, giving his own transla- 
tion. This is followed by grammatical 
notes in which he gives the literal sense 
of the Hebrew. This in turn is followed 
by a valuable exposition of the passage. 
Dr. Laetsch is true to the Conservative 
position. This is repeatedly brought out 
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in very forceful ways. Take, as an ex- 
ample, his translation of Micah 5:2. In 
this passage the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion seems to lean away from the deity 
of Christ.. Dr. Laetsch gives the strong- 
est possible translation sustaining this 
necessary doctrine. It is the same with 
other fundamental doctrines. He be- 
lieves that what the prophets spoke was 
true in every detail. He believes that 
the blood shed on Jewish altars fore- 
shadowed the atoning blood of Christ, 
the only means of salvation. Another 
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interesting point is that he establishes 
from the prophets that Moses wrote the 
Pentateuch. It is wonderful to hear him 
discuss the Book of Jonah and find how, 
on this battleground, he vanquishes the 
destructive critics. There is much all 
through the volume to encourage the 
heart of the true believer. 

However, in the midst of so much that 
is good, there is one line of teaching 
that will bring disappointment to many 
Bible lovers. This is the author’s ex- 
pression of his amillennial views, though 
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wisely today to make your dreams come 
true tomorrow. 


Write to: Dr. William A. Mierop, 
President, DEPT. S 


PHILADELPHIA 





BIBLE INSTITUTE 





1800 Arch /Street, Phila. 3, Pa 


Accredited by the Accrediting Association of Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges 
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he does not use this term. According 
to him, the prophecies that have been 
fulfilled were fulfilled literally. - Those 
of blessing that are future have almost 
invariably been spiritualized and made 
to apply to “the New Testament 
Church.” He says, “The return of Is. 
rael is not a return of the nation to 
Palestine.” After showing the litera] 
fulfillment of the prophecies of Micah, 
chapters 1-3, predicting the destruction 
of Samaria and Jerusalem, he heads the 
section in Micah 4, which speaks of the 
coming glory of Jerusalem and of a 
warless world, as “The Glorification of 
the Church.” According to him, the 
curses belong to the Jews, the blessings 
to the Church. He seems to reach the 
height of this absurdity in his exposi- 
tion of Zechariah 14, where he applies the 
future prophecies of Jerusalem, the Mt. 
of Olives, and the coming glory of 
Christ’s Kingdom, to the triumph of 
the Church during the Reformation. It 
is an excellent book but with a serious 
blemish, 


Amazing Dead Sea Scrolls and the 
Christian Faith. By William Sanford 
LaSor. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.50.) 
Books on the Dead Sea Scrolls appear 
in a constant stream. Here is another 
one, this by Professor William LaSor, 
of Fuller Seminary. He considers the 
question, “What Are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls?” (p. 13ff), “Manuscripts and 
Fragments” (p, 38ff), “The Date of the 
Qumran Materials” (p, 53ff), and then, 
in the bulk of the book, with the re- 
ligious ideas of the Qumran community 
and their view of God, salvation, the 
Law, and other religious concepts. At 
the outset, he discusses the best name 
for these manuscripts, points out that 
they were found near the present site 
now called Qumran, and they are best 
called “The Qumran Literature.” How- 
ever, out of deference to popular com- 
mon terminology the book is still called, 
“Amazing Dead Sea Scrolls.” 

Much has been written about the 
Messianic idea in the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Some writers have made unwarranted 
assumptions and concluded that the 
Messianic character of Christ was to be 
derived from the religious ideas of the 
Qumran community. The careful ex- 
amination of the text of these religious 
writings has not sustained this idea, La- 
Sor has the further interesting idea that 
the word “Messiah” in the Qumran 


writings is a common noun, “anointed 


one” and does not refer to any specifi 
person as the “Messiah” (p. 163). 

In the last chapter, dealing with “The 
Relation of Christianity to Qumran,” 
the author outlines the background 
of religious ideas and vocabulary at 
Qumran that help us understand the 
New Testament and the time of Christ. 
After discussing parallels between the 
New Testament and the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, Professor LaSor states, “But 
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does not this destroy the distinctives 
of Christianity? Not at all! Christian- 
ity still has Christ. Qumran may have 
its Teacher of Righteousness, and Phari- 
saism may have its Hillel, but anly 
Christianity has Jesus Christ, who is 
God come in the flesh” (p. 220). 

As for certain parallels between the 
New Testament and the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, Professor LaSor perhaps could 
have emphasized more the fact that 
often similar ideas go back to the Old 
Testament as a common source, and 
there is no necessary immediate rela- 
tionship between the Dead Sea Scrolls 
and the New Testament. The same 
would be true of a vocabulary that was 
common to the religious world of two 
thousand years ago. He does correctly 
point out, however, that certain sim- 
ilarities between what Paul says about 
righteousness and what we find in the 
“Manual of Discipline” of the Qumran 
documents may be due merely to the 
fact that Paul was dealing with things 
that were live issues among the Jews 
(p. 215). 


Grace for Today. By William Goulooze. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.50.) It would,be difficult to 
evaluate the blessing in this book, writ- 
ten by one who went through a long 
illness, during which he wrote several 
books on suffering. This one is more 
on “joy” and “faith,” and is rich in 
comfort for all Christians going through 
trial of any sort. The writer gives many 
of his own personal experiences, testi- 
fying to the grace of God. Each of the 
ten chapters is an exposition based on 
a Bible verse. A few of the titles are: 
“When God Says No”; “Go Away, 
Satan”; and “Rejoice Alway.” One on 
“Meditation and Testimony” is espe- 
cially iluminating. The book is not 
light reading, but nevertheless is clear 
and interesting, and truly spiritual food 
for the Christian mind and heart. 


Christ and Your Job. By Alfred P. 
Klausler, (Concordia Pub, House, St. 
Louis 18; $1.50.) “To offer a study on 
the Christian vocation and to help 
clarify the great Scriptural truths about 
our calling by God through Jesus 
Christ” is the purpose of this book as 
given by the author. It is further stated 
to be a study of the meaning of the 
Christian vocation insofar as our daily 
lives as Christians are concerned. The 
author states that “it is one of the 
ironies of history that the modern 
American is an unhappy man,” and he 
gives three areas of disturbance that 
are responsible for this—the absence of 
God in many lives, uncertainties in 
modern political life, and the deperson- 
alization of the individual. The author 
then takes the reader into all phases of 
the Christian’s everyday life—his voca- 
tion, work, calling, witnessing, worship, 
money, neighbors. The problems and 
conflicts faced in all of these are re- 
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viewed in the light of Scripture and 
of personal relationship to God through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The book as a 
whole is interesting, thought-provoking, 
and challenging. It shows a broad in- 
terest in the affairs of men often neg- 
lected by the Christian ministry. How- 
ever, it will not satisfy those who are 
deeply spiritual. It is disappointing to 
discover the apparent tie-up of the 
author with Modernist sources. In ad- 
dition to quotations from such, in a 
two-page list of books recommended as 
helpful is found the works of prominent 
Liberals such as Reinhold Niebuhr, 
G. Bromley Oxnam, Emil Brunner, 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, and the like. 


The Twelve, the Story of Christ’s 
Apostles. By Edgar J. Goodspeed. (John 
C. Winston Co., Philadelphia 7; $3.50.) 
In this eloquent and scholarly presen- 
tation of the history and life of the 
apostles there are dangerous implica- 
tions. It should be noted before com- 
ment upon the text itself, that Mr. 
Goodspeed cannot be classified as an 
Evangelical. His association with Chi- 
cago University and his printed lec- 
tures bespeak his Liberal views. It is 
unfortunate that, in a book such as this 
one, with many interesting and impor- 
tant details in the lives of the apostles 
given, the stigma of the author’s the- 
ological liberalism is felt by things he 
says and even more noticeably by 
things left unsaid. Very definitely the 
inspiration of the Scripture is brought 
into jeopardy in several] places. It would 
be unwise to commend this book to the 
Christian public. The preacher may 
carefully read and collect statistics, as 
he takes issue with some of Mr. Good- 
speed’s interpretations. 


How to Study Your Bible. By Lloyd 
M. Perry and Walden Howard. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $4.) 
Do it yourself, but how? While Chris- 
tians give lip-service to the value of 
Bible study, many fail to mine its 
riches for lack of proper methods. In- 
sisting that regeneration is essential for 
spiritual understanding, this helpful 
volume proceeds to challenge Bible 
study by the example of a number of 
popular Christian leaders, Thirteen 
methods are offered, with abundant ex- 
emplification, so that anyone who reads 
this book and then neglects Bible study 
is left without excuse. Not only is the 
reader told what to do, he is shown 
very clearly how to do it. 

Unfortunately, the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible is recommended as 
“a careful, moderate rendering in pres- 
ent-day English.” There is no, mention 
of the fact that the R.S.V. frequently 
mutilates meanings and endeavors to 
undermine the deity of Christ. In sim- 
ilar fashion the Westminster Bible Dic- 
tionary and the Westminster Bible 
Atlas are recommended without quali- 
fication, 
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Florida Bible Conference 
Calvary Baptist Church (Unaffiliated) 
Bradenton, Florida 
January 5 — March 23 


Put God into your vacation this winter! En- 
joy Florida's beautiful west coast with its white 
sand beaches in the day, and attend one of 
Florida’s most popular Bible Conferences in 
the evenings, featuring top speakers of national 
and international reputation. 


For complete information, write: 
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Christ’s Kingdom and Coming. By 
Jesse Wilson Hodges, A.M., Th.M., D.D., 
Litt.D. (Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) The author of this 
book is very definitely conservative in 
the theology. However, it should be 
noted that he is Very definitely anti- 
dispensational. He describes the claim 
of the dispensationalists as ‘“super- 
ficial.” He defines dispensation as a 
“stewardship responsibility,” “a com- 
mission,” or “a calling.” It is evident 
from his chapter on Christ’s Kingdom 
and coming that he holds no hope for 
Israel’s revival and leaves them no 
future glory. The writer insists upon 
a general resurrection, and concludes 
that the Great White Throne Judgment 
and the Judgment Seat of Christ are 
the same. It is the reviewer’s convic- 
tion that for one to disregard dispensa- 
tional distinctions is to violate a basic 
rule in Bible interpretation, and that 
this book would bring untold confusion 
to the average layman. Therefore he 
cannot recommend it to the Christian 
public, 


Teach With Success. By Guy P. 
Leavitt. (Standard Pub. Foundation, 
Cincinnati 31; $2.95.) “What! Is the 
class period ending already?” “Boy, 
I'll never forget that lesson!” So that 
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Sunday school groups will thus enthuse 
over the presentation of God’s Word, 
chapter 12 of this unusual study gives 
fifteen ways te teach it. Each of the 
fifteen is subdivided into two parts— 
“What It Is,” and “How To Use It.” And 
the chapter ends, as do all of the others, 
with a chart wherein the teacher may 
pencil check his weak points. The 
volume is in three sections, the first of 
which, “You Prepare To Teach,” ccvers 
ten chapters on knowing yourself, your 
purpose, your pupils, your subject, and 
your classroom equipment. Section II 
shows how to aim the lesson, to begin 
it, make it plain, apply it, and how to 
close. It also deals with the best 
methods of impression and pupil par- 
ticipation. Section III has to do with 
evaluation—of classroom work, the 
pupil’s absorption, and of the teacher’s 
improvement after following through 
with the check charts. The book closes 
with a brief summary of Sunday school 
age-groups and of the attainments and 
characteristics of each. None but a 
person such as the author, who for 
over a third of a century has lived to 
teach the Bible, and who has been lov- 
ingly called “Mr, Sunday School,” could 
present a text so interestingly usable 
and complete. 


December 7, 1957 


Safer Than a Known Way. By Mavis 
Areta Winder. (Victory Press, Clapham 
Crescent, London, S.W. 4, Eng., 11/3 
postpaid.) Anne Lorrimer had set her 
face toward success and had come a 
long way toward the realization of her 
dreams. A Hollywood contract awaited 
her signature when she returned from 
New Zealand, where she had gone for a 
rest. With her life carefully planned, 
she was well on her way. Then she 
met the Rev. Miles Hillton, pastor of a 
thriving parish in Christchurch, New 
Zealand. He intrigued her but at the 
same time he annoyed her, and some- 
times even angered her with his forth- 
right statements regarding the neces- 
sity for a personal relationship to Jesus 
Christ. Many and varied were the ex- 
periences that came across her pathway 
before she was willing to accept a state- 
ment that Miles had quoted to her: “Go 
out into the darkness and put thine 
hand into the Hand of God. That shall 
be to thee better than light and safer 
than a known way.” Romance at its 
best is the background of this lovely 
Christian novel, 

Ten Steps to Leadership. By J. Ver- 


non Jacobs. (The Standard Pub. Foun- 
dation, Cincinnati 31; $2.25.) ‘You need 
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Some Bible School Students and Some Girls 
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PERTINENT FACTS 


@ Founded December, 1930, by Dr. James 
G. Dale, missionary to Mexico since 1899. 


@ Twenty-one missionaries on stations in 
five states of Mexico. 


@ Over 50 trained nationals pastoring 
more than 12,000 converts and evangelizing 
in the regions beyond. 


@ Founder of the Association of Mexican Evan- 
gelicat Churches. 


@ More than 200 Gospel centers, members of the 
Association, in all stages of self-supporting, 
governing, and extending activity. 


@ More than 40 resident students in Bible- 
training school. 

® More than 40 little girls in training in the 
Girls’ Home. 
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NEEDED — 


MORE WEDGES 


The missionary zeal of our 

* workers is opening many doors 
for witnessing to Jews concern- 
ing their Messiah Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is one thing to open these 
doors; it is another thing to 
keep them open. For this more 
full-time workers are needed to 
minister in the new fields. The 
gifts of the Lord’s people are 
the wedges that will keep these 
doors from closing. 

IBJM Missionaries are witness- 
ing in Israel, Europe, including 
behind the “Iron Curtain”, 
North Africa, Mexico, India and 
Australia. Our publication, THE 
EVERLASTING NATION car- 
ries their inspiring reports as 
well as the latest and most in- 
forming news of Israel in world 
Jewry. Free copy 
on request. 

Or. Jacob Gartenhaus, 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, President 
Chairman, Advisory Board 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD = 
OF JEWISH MISSIONS, INC 
Se x 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga 


FAVORITE IN 100,000 HOMES 
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by Catherine F. Vos 
“The best summary of the 
Bible in story form available” 


Easily read, unaided, by boys 
and girls of 7 to 12 years. 
© 732 Pages; 292 Stories in large type 
© Beautiful action-filled colored pictures 
@ Index; Pronunciation and Scripture Guides 
© Long-lasting Binding; Attractive Jacket 

This truly magnificent book should 
be in every home where there are 


children and young people. $3. 95 
At your bookseller or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
255 Jefferson Ave., S.£. Grand Rapids 3, Mich, 
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not be a drifter who comes to the sun- 
set years with only having made a liv- 
ing—you can make a life!” This theme 
is presented very ably in this valuable 
introductory handbook on Christian 
leadership. While the treatment of the 
subject is not exhaustive, a perusal] of 
the book does acquaint the reader with 
the various elements that make for ef- 
fective leadership. The material pre- 
sented, along with thought-provoking 
problems and review questions, make 
this volume an invaluable asset to po- 
tential leadership in a church which 
“for nineteen centuries . . has just 
limped along when it ought to have 
been going forward by leaps and 
bounds.” Two unfortunate statements 
appear on pages 149 and 150, where a 
belief in the universal fatherhood of 
God is evidenced, and the thesis, “Be- 
come like Jesus and you cannot fail 
to be liked,” is presented. The fact 
that Christ was shunned, reviled, and 
finally crucified, plus the Saviour’s 
statement, “Ye shall be hated of all 
men for my name’s sake” (Matt. 10:22), 
forbid such an unqualified statement. 


The Text, Canon, and Principal Ver- 
sions of the Bible. By Elmer E. Flack, 
Bruce M. Metzger, and others. (Baker 
Book -House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$1.50.) This small volume contains the 
articles on this subject which were in- 
cluded in the two volumes of the “20th 
Century Encyclopedia of Religious 
Knowledge” recently published by the 
Baker Book House. For those who al- 
ready have a general knowledge of this 
field and desire a brief compendium of 
recent discoveries, it is a useful work. 
At various points the higher critical 
bias of the authors is evident, particu- 
larly in the section on “The Canon of 
the Bible.” However, this bias need 
not affect most parts of a book of this 
type. Used with discretion it can be 
a helpful work for anyone who wishes 
to do technical study in this field. 


Month-end Conferences 
at America's Keswick 


ICTORIOUS LIFE CONFERENCES 
are held throughout the winter at 
the end of each month at America’s 
Keswick. They run from supper on 
Friday evening through midday dinner 
on Sunday and comprise several ses- 
sions, including regular Bible and mis- 
sionary hours. Two or three outside 
speakers take part, besides Dr, Addison 
C. Raws, director, and his son, William 
Raws, who has been his assistant for 
some time. Conferences were held at 
the end of October and November, and 
the dates and speakers for those that 
are still to come are as follows: 
December 27 to 29.—Bible: The Rev. 
Norman Townsend, Quidnessett Bap- 
tist Church, North Kingston, R, 1; Mis- 
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“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 


FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn available 

for churches, choirs, individuals. Enclose postage. 

State number required. INDO- BURMA PIONEER 
ION, 989 Bay Street, Toronto Canada. 
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Satan opposes—but God's work goes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought for 
salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. 

Rev. F. ¥. Dabold 


A Faith Work . Founder- Director 


Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 
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sionary: The Rev. and Mrs. E. J. Pud- 
ney, Unevangelized Fields Mission. 

January 24-26.—Bible: The Rev. Clar- 
ence Didden, Fellowship Church, Lim- 
erick, Pa.; Missionary: The Rev. Leon 
Heddington, Latin America Mission. 

February 21-23.—Bible: The Rev. 
Howard Burtner, Middletown, Pa. (Kes- 
wick Council member); Missionary: The 
Rev. Philip W. Grossman, Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, 

March 28-30.—Bible: The Rev. Gerald 
Stover, First Baptist Church, Asbury 
Park, N. J.; Missionary: The Rev. Eben- 
ezer Vine, Regions Beyond Missionary 
Union. 

April 25-27.—Bible: The Rev. George 
Slavin, Faith Community Church, Ros- 
lyn, Pa.; Missionary: The Rev. Roy 
Brill, Africa Inland Mission. 


It is important to register early, as 
accommodations are limited during the 
winter season. There is no registration 
fee. Prices for rooms and meals per 
person per day run from $5 to $7.50. 
Delegates should advise the registrar of 
the time of their arrival. Registrations 
should be sent to Dr. Addison C. Raws, 
Keswick Grove, Whiting P.O., N. J. 


we 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1958 


AVE you discovered what a valuable 

tool THe Sunpay Scuoot Times In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson List can be 
in your class or school? The list of 1958 
lessons is now ready. Many superin- 
tendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
When used in the regular Sunday school 
sessions instead of lesson leaflets, they 
may stimulate pupils to use the Bible 
itself rather than printed excerpts from 
it. Some superintendents find the list 
convenient to hand to substitute teach- 
ers as a guide for their lesson prepara- 
tion. 

The 1958 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1958 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are often crowded—and 
forgetful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 22 


4. “Be Born in Us” 

(Col. 3:1-11; Matt. 2:1-12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Interna- 
tional Society of Christian Endeavor, and 

are used by permission. 


HIS fourth and last topic in the 

series, “Joy to the World,” that we 
have been thinking about through this 
month of December carries us beyond 
the actual events of Christ’s coming in 
human form in Bethlehem more than 
1,900 years ago. It was indeed a mar- 
velous thing that the Son of God, the 
second person of the Trinity, should lay 
aside His glory and come to earth to 
be born in human flesh as a little babe. 
But if all we had today was the record 
of that birth, how limited and helpless 
we still would be! 

The sinless life of the Lord Jesus is 
an inspiring example. His wondrous 
works and His words of wisdom we do 
well to ponder and endeavor to put into 
practice. But all of this is not enough. 
We soon find, as we seek to follow 
Christ’s example, that we are unable to 
live up to principles that He taught and 
the example that He set for us. Nico- 
demus, when he came to Christ by night, 
had recognized that Christ had come 
from God, that He was a great teacher, 
and that He did many wonderful works, 
Yet Nicodemus was confronted with a 
need beyond all of this. He still had 
not found what was necessary in his life 
for him to have eternal life. 

ye 

Even the death and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, comforting and reassur- 
ing as they are of God’s love for us and 
of His willingness to pay the price for 
our’‘sin and to provide an eternal home 
for us in the life to come, yet do not 
meet the needs of’ the human heart here 
and now, with sin and temptation on 
every hand, and having to contend with 
a nature that is disposed to do that 
which is contrary to God’s will and to 
love evil rather than good. 

4 

The need and longing of man’s inmost 
being can be satisfied only by God’s an-' 
swer to the prayer voiced by our topic 
for this week, “Be born-in us,” taken 
from Phillips Brooks’ well-known 
Christmas carol, “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem.” That answer is condi- 
tioned by the one given to Nicodemus 
by the Lord Jesus Himself, centuries 
ago, “Ye must be born again.” Only 











through the new birth can Christ be 
born in us today. Only to those who 
receive Him and believe on Christ as 
their Saviour does God give the power 
to become His sons and to be born into 
the family of God. His promise is, “If 
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any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 
3:20); “If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him” (John 14:23), 
ve 

Here is God’s solution to man’s sin 
problem. Each of us, consciously or 
unconsciously, has had the experience 
through which Paul went—that of being 
unable, in our own strength, to live a 
life pleasing to God even when we want 
to do so, being unable to do the things 
we should and constantly prone to do 
that which we should not (Rom. 7:19). 
Only as our old sin-disposed nature is 
put to death by the indwelling Christ 
can we become new creations in Him 
(2 Cor. 5:17) and live in a way that 
will satisfy God. That death to self can 
only be realized in our lives as Christ 
lives within, unhindered by our self- 
will. His birth in human fiesh in Beth- 
lehem, centuries ago, was the first step 
toward that indwelling in us. Now, ac- 
ceptance of Him and the opening of our 
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hearts to His presence is the next step 
by which He is born in us and we are 
born into the family of God (Rom, 8:3). 
se 
Therefore, as we sing with joy and 
gladness this Christmas season about 
Christ’s birth in Bethlehem so long ago, 
let us also make certain that we have 
opened our hearts fully to Him and 
that He is living within, free to direct 
and control our lives in every detail. 
Let us be sure that we can say with 
our whole hearts, “To me to live is 
Christ” (Phil. 1:21). May we say with 
Bishop Moule: 
Come in, O come! The door stands open 
now; 
I knew Thy voice; Lord Jesus, it was 
Thou; 
The sun has set long since; the storms 
begin; 
’Tis time for Thee, my Saviour, O come 
in! 


I seek no more to alter things, or mend, 
Before the coming of so great a Friend; 
All were at best unseemly; And ‘twere ill 
Beyond all else to keep Thee waiting still. 


Come, not to find, but make this troubled 
heart 

A dwelling worthy of Thee as Thou art; 

To chase the gloom, the terror, and the 
sin: 

Come, all Thyself, yea come, Lord Jesus, 
in! 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 16 to 22 


Mon., Dec. 16.—Phil. 2:1-11. 
In Man’s Likeness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Christ Jesus 
. . . took upon him the form of a serv- 
ant, and was made in the likeness of 
men.” God in the Incarnation has out- 
done His works of creation. In crea- 
tion God manifested His wisdom and 
power, but in His manifestation of this 
work in man’s image, He exhibited not 
only His wisdom and power but His in- 
finite and inexpressible love for the 
world. John 3:16 puts the glory of the 
Incarnation in eternally sweet and pre- 
cious words. “God in the person of His 
Son has all His mightiest works out- 
done” (author unknown). Pray for the 
missionary advance to the Laos and 
North Thailand. 


Tues., Dec. 17.—Luke 2:1-14. 
The Birth of Jesus. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Mary ... 
brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; because there 
was no room for them in the inn.” 
Biblical language can best describe the 
advent of the Saviour into His world. 
The more we dwell upon its revelations, 
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WHAT A BLESSING 
TO HEAR AGAIN 
WITH NOTHING 
IN EITHER EAR! 


FREE Book Describes Amazing Invention 


A completely INVISIBLE hearin 
aid—long considered the final g 
of hearing research—has just been 
announced. 

A startlin gE aon book proves with 
photographs and simple words that 
this dream is now a reality. Read 
how this unbelievable new invention 
at last enables folks to hear again 
with nothing in either ear. No re- 
ceiver button, no tube, no ear mold. 
No cords .. . nothing to hide in hair 
or clothes. Nothing shows because 
everything is hidden inside attrac- 
tive, ie tweight, comfortable 
glasses. Hides deafness so completely 
even close friends won’t guess you 
use a hearing aid. 


A FREE copy of this fascinating 
book will be sent in plain wrapper 
as a public service. Discover how 
Beltone’s Invisible Hearing Aid, 
ideal for moderate and conduction 
loss, may help you stay actively 
happy in family, social and business 
life. Write: Dept. 4474, Beltone, 
2900 W. 36th St., Chicago 32, 





the more we are lost in wonder, love, 
and praise. “Great is the mystery of 
godliness” (1 Tim. 3:16; see 1 John 
3:16; John 3:16). Have you often 
bowed the knee before your God mani- 
fested in flesh, love, adoration, and wor- 
ship? Pray for greater appreciation of 
Christ Jesus in all His offices required 
for your eternal salvation, 


Wed., Dec. 18.—1 John 4:7-17. 
The Test of Love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.” Love is un- 
doubtedly the deepest, greatest, and 
most amazing of God’s attributes mani- 
fest to His creatures. God loves His 
only begotten Son supremely, all others 
who love His Son, and the sinners 
benevolently. Christ in life and death, 
and in His Gospel and its proclama- 
tion to all the world, in the grace and 
power of His Spirit shows His great 
love to man. Pray that your love re- 
sponse to Christ may be better day by 
day. 
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DO YOU HAVE $300, 
500 or $1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad... regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 
* * * 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work... they’re 
overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 
a share. 

CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





Write: Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department Dept. S-57-31-5 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 


0 Please send me, without obligation, pouste pivienps, story of Moody Annuity 

















O Please send folder, Where There’s a Will, relating to stewardship. , 
Name. r Age 

Address. 

City. Zone State 








Thurs., Dec. 19.—Rom. 5:1-11. 
Love Divine, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God commend. 
eth his love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” Do not miss the wonderful hints 
concerning the death of the Son of God 
for sinners given in 1 John 3:16; 1 Tim. 
othy 3:16; and Acts 20:28. Isaac Watts 
wrote: “Forbid it, Lord, that I should 
boast, save in the death of Christ my 
God”; and, “Well might the sun in dark. 
ness hide, and shut his glories in, when 
Christ, the mighty Maker, died for man 
the creature’s sin.” Is your estimate of 
love divine in keeping with divine rey- 
elation in the Scriptures? Pray for the 
salvation of the wayward children of 
Christian parents of your acquaintance, 


Fri., Dec. 20.—Phil. 2:12-18. 
Light in a Dark World. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Among whom 
ye shine as lights in the world.” This 
world is woefully darkened by sin. It 
is as night, and Christ, who is the light 
of the world, has shined into hearts 
to enable them through grace to be a 
light to them that sit in darkness, The 
Word of God is light, and it is the per- 
sonal responsibility of every Christian 
to shine for Jesus. “Say, is your lamp 
burning, my brother?” I pray you look 
quickly and see, for if it were burning, 
then, surely, some beams would fall 
lightly on me” (Mrs. E. M. H. Gates). 
Pray for more concern for perishing 
sinners, 


Sat., Dec. 21.—Phil. 2:19-24. 
A Proved Worker. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Timotheus ... 
ye know the proof of him, that, as a son 
with the father, he hath served with 
me in the gospel.” Timothy followed 
Paul, who had walked in the footsteps 
of Jesus. Early Christians stand out as 
excellent samples of the Christian life, 
We need more such believers. Many 
are far below the New Testament 
standard for life and godliness. Great 
numbers have departed from the sim- 
plicity of the Gospel. How about you? 
Pray for a return of vital piety to many 
who are leaving their first love. 


Sun., Dec. 22.—Mic. 5:2-9. 
The King of Glory. 
Prayer Succestions: “Now shall he 
be great unto the ends of the earth.” 
The nature, character, and work of 
Christ outlined in Scripture keep 


the heavenly world im ‘rapturous ° 


adoration and worship. They ob- 
serve our Saviour, but we are the 
chief beneficiaries of His grace and 
kindness by His revelation of Him- 
self and His redeeming work on the 
cross. Blessed be the name of the 
Lord. Let all honor and praise be 
His forever and ever. Do you daily 
honor your glorious redeemer and 
Lord? Pray for a work of God in 
Italy. 
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